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Fnns a Fowilo suidkeackadlitha vambh neoﬁaicdnneacﬁ gdif as nach ﬂaic tad gu brath
a ’[/Fua/atﬂlda tha a ‘téj/;z'nn a~Jteac/;juJ am bi e mﬁatﬂl/ac/;. "

[ To every circumstance there is an unseen crevasse, a shadow fmm which

tlfey W never spot the incoming strike untifit s too Jate. ”]
Childheid

Tits ts mak story, sae S will tell it masel z]p ye dinnae mymﬁ
wis born an’ dubbed with name o Jain in th cauld; foosty chill o th servants quarters at Dunnyvai

AR wis born an diuliod wi th Jain in th cauld; foosty chill o th g Desnngyvaiy
castle, bein th seventh an ainkie i/fecyitz'mate sono Seumas Cm th " dassenachs ca jme&) mz;cﬂonafd: th sixth Jaird
o :ﬁunnjvaéy. JZ(; mither wis jz‘;ﬂz'e Goode, a qufﬁsw:}/ maid; Fit in accordance wi th focal custom, Tk passed doon th {
mZchﬁonaff name despite th circumstances o mak birth ﬁ‘ae th :yreat t[z‘mc{y, TR micht add o dewmus s juitﬁ(/‘ifé,
Lasste %nes—[m’rn tam(]o[eff). B 1 ken very Sittle aboot t/fey earlie years, bit R dae ken tha in 1565, word reacked th
castle (t/f "servants, tasked wi :jvreetin “th :]ugeo", bein th ’féremaz'eft tae git new‘J) o ‘Seunus s death at th battle o
Glentaste. ﬂzzjjie Kent tha wi oot Deumus s : protection, mak fi]% wis férﬁ’z't~zat6/ %ne& an’ Flrchibaldy tf eldost
son an hetr, wid Fuv a ' go tae purge th shame o a bastard” ﬁae th famz[}/ fine. %ﬁre th ’f&wg cuid fuf[}/ digest th news,
az;jjie tud bundled me up an "snuck oot, usin th thick ﬁj ﬁ‘ th cauld sea tae J'ook- detection. ke fTeJ tae gfayow
(t/tde toun at tha ijaoint favin :fuf/y recovered | ﬁae th ?renc/f Jz’eje © ’1560, t/:ouj/; mak maw tellt me junfow‘clér stains stilf
marked th ‘castle s sooth tower). goz'n @/ th name goocﬁe &cﬁv an ’cﬁanjin "mak name tael‘;/rn tae throw th :?‘Z‘;c@
rﬁ s @9[‘ oor traif, jzjlﬂie fun wirk as a washerwoman servin th wee troop contingent jarrzlwnet[ at th castle.

muj/f she c/fz{}mjec[ mak name, in fer cups at at m'j/iw, she wid aye describe, wi th ’J‘/l-'a):]a detail o romantic
ntha/jz'a, fer walks wi " deumas a/anj th ’rock:}/ shores o ’Izy a ’j‘zoffuifinn ﬁz{}/. gg cuid see tha , mair than a mere

dulfiance, thare wis fove thare. Jhe mairriage tae Lassie Fgnes wis yin o convenience, amergin ' squabiflin’ clans aimed’
at reclaiming I acDonald fands taken years ago, bit wi' Maggie, Seumas cuid e Fissel. Ts she recounted thair romance,
she wid run th fingers o ker Jeft kaun alang an amulet Sewmas hud gi en her earfie in thair courtin - a bird's skull crafted
in gowd an’ flanked By wings o ‘mother-o pearl. She aye ended up cocin , Ok, mak Jain MacDonald; wee Jaird s th’
Jstes.”

Maggic managed tac Keep me an’, Juter, mak twa younger sifiings, fod while SEh; by th time TEK wis
six, supplemented th family income as a Jowly thief, maistly targetin th purses o itinerant visitors
passin thro | sae as nae taeraise suspicion frac th Glaswegians. Jn 1572, at ten years auld; FEh wis,
tae mak profound shock, nicked pickin ' th pocket o a weel-dressed gentloman. Gaught 7 FEh dne er
bin caught! While Tk wis cowed an’ awed by th’ speed'wi whilK th fimmy Fudno juist gripped mak
arm wi stoely resohve hit alse hauf unsheathod a nasty-fookin' dirk th man's face teukime in whle,
softened; an put can a wry smife. To wis a Kandseme bloke, bit thare wis summat aboot kis fuce what
made yer peepers skive affit, as if, wance he d_gone, ye d hae a kard time tellin th' neist person ye met
what fie Jooked fike. He introdiuced Fissel as Laird Mergan an ' releasedme. TR wis at foremaist
comforted; then alfured; by a sifver testoun tha ke defthy ran thro eack finger o kis richt haun frae
pinky tac thumb then fack tac pinky. “Wad'ye fike this 7 come wi ‘me tac th int an it s yers. " T follaed Meorgan '




are, wis offered employment “fer a spell” tae assist kim in ks ‘werk.” wis di che "neist day oan an odd mission:
the ; demployment spell "t t Fim in hi K T wis Bispatched th ¢ day il
tae sneak intae th castle, fin summat cried a privy counctl” (whitevur tha wis ), fisten in oan whit thay said (even ¢
Kintae th' castl at cried'a ‘privy council (whitevur th y/ hit thay said 27
didn t ken it ﬂ‘W'), sneak oot, an ’reymrt back. ‘%’ W be Jookin |, "ﬂ:rjtm satd, yér a wee group o "sef :imfortant numpties
blotherin’ aboot traitors.” 5k did sae 6m easy /fz’nj, as it turned oot) an’ huvin 'reft{}/ecf whit Sk heard tae tﬁ “best o mak
abilities ere wur sae mony wurds dn t Ken an’ hud tae approximate/, organ praisedme, sayin , Yer a braw
bilities (the 1y ds TR idn 't ke hudtae app at f/ﬂoj  praised vy b
Jad; " an’ added twa  pennies tae mak ﬁez’&/f an ’jrawin “trove. ﬂ:{ytm then shored me a clivice gurlh Rintna ki ise ontt Wee
rascal fike ve, bit ve N need tae come wi me, as m Jeavin in th mornin . a name is Jhomas, an’ reckon ye better
S fike ye, Fit ye W need t T m J th M T AR recken ye hott

ken I m nae faird: ”&ﬁfer than insprire mak distrust, this cabmedme. ‘We wur scoundrels t/tfyz't/;er, then, n sae muchth
better.

z;%/f aed tae mak mither an, givin' her th silver an th pennies, ;%/: convinced fer tae Jet me gang in th dreems o'

&7 J S TR/

matr coin tae come. fﬁer aw, :7[2; JKUW Fud bin fiberal wi it sae ﬁr. ke wis at ﬁremaz'ﬂ  pure upset, bit wan Jess
9899y taeﬁec[meant maz'rfur tﬁ’twayounjeat, an sae, wi'a /anj Fuj, a hankie wrapped roond a heel o' broon breid; an’ a
_promise tae come back whin R cuid, she wisked fer wee Laird o' th’ Islos a Jrg‘é J’ourne:}/‘ ke then fzﬁet[ th amulet ﬁae
her neck an’ set it roond mak ain. 'Zﬁz’nnae ﬁrjoat wha :}/e are, " she telt me, smoothin it ajaz'neft mak narrow chest.

The ﬁffaein mornin|, ok watched gfagow shrink intae a Joﬁmf in th distance ﬁe mak roujﬁ an 'ﬁumf] perch at
tﬁ'iacgo' a /t?ewinj cart, feidin' tae th toun o Stirfin'.

jn th fmpfoy o Jhomas ﬂzrqtm

O or th' folluacin thirtoen yoars, FCh fearned a guid bit. 7t first, TEh wis set tae simphe joaks KK tha o' th privy
council—Ch forriedmessages unread tae thair recipients (casy as Fh cuidnae, at tha time, read) or, as in Glasgow, kept
an eye can folks, or shadowed em, wi oot bein  clocked: FER hogan tae hoar a hatch o names whilk wid scon bear great
significance: names iK' Efizaboth J,_James V. an’ Mary. It scemed Mr. Morgan served th” atter, a ryle fussie, he
explained, wha shuid o bin an ' wid be gueen. Fur Thomas, t was maistly amaiter o refigion— ke wis staunchly left footer
(Cuthotic fir ye Sassenachs). FER dne er sworn by th words o th’ cloth, an’ mak time wi’ Themas did fittle tae chaynge
tha , bit, as ke wis guid tae me an ' instrumental in mak alteration o fortunes, TEh did mak best tae confirm fur him mak
devotion tae kis cause. Tor Thomas, th' current queen wid hae tae bo, in Kis words, ‘raukit. " Sent awa . It didnae tak Jang
Suur me tae ken, althoogh FEh dne er forr frame it this wey tae masel, tha this meant ‘murdirred:

Tormeny years, Tk served as a kind'o " aide do camp tae Thiomas Morgan. Tt first, FEh furked; delivered
messages, an’ cccasionally nicked'a wee thing or twa. Jhomas taught me tae read an write, tae dae sums, tae Joad an aptly
Sire awheellock. tae difthy handle arapier, an’tae play th' vie/a do mane. (Themas hought me a wee yin can an excursion tao
th" French coast an’ fiked tae fiae me sing tae him o an evening J; T fearned tae speak in multiple dialects— Frenchan’
Spanish included —tae read th subtle Janguage o bodies—when thay kid secrets, whin thay bere false witness—tae
Bisappear intae shadows, n' maist importantly, tae fie: arthossly, effortlessly. Morgan, TR soon fearned; wis a spy cfter
ff—e en spent a fyew yearsin th Jower o' Lendon fur espionage—diring whilk time S worked fur Fis mate Gharles,
whe tasked'me wi' bein’ a proper Scotsman an' mastering th fochubar axe an' th claymore. Tur th' claymere, wee as TEh wis,
Tl maistly foll shert o mak teacker s dreems, bit althoogh twas richt keavy, TEh folt a cortain friendship wi' th axe, an'
while TEh shawed na Jairge skifl as a fadilie, TER wid'in th' follacin years acquit masel wee in its wise. Chnder Thomas s
tutelage, FER bocame summat o a spy as weel. When FEh cuid] mibifie wance every year or twa, Tk d.gie mak mither avisit
in Glasgow an’ gie her whit moncy FCh hiad:



By 1579, a strapping, dare Tk say braw, if rakisk, young fimmy, FEh wis in
ok habit o emulatin’ a gambler o 'Jow nehifity —R claimed tae be Thomas Thivesten,
a fifth son tae a fosser ford; squanderin’ mak meagre allowance. FEhe en “spoke in the
“Queen s proper tongue "—all tae gain access tae seedy joints, venues still mited tae
gonthemen mindye, whaur, pluyin’ dimb an’ sloshed; FER micht draw wsefirf
information frae priority marks.

eﬁgfoenzﬁn "oan whaur we w«are»—fc[z’nﬁurjﬁ, Scone, London,
Deunfermbine, Rexburgh, Stirfing—we & share lodgin's, or S drent aroom an’
await orders frae Thomas. Thae were heidie times, an' TEh wis aye shocked tae bo a pairt o thiim. Even th' Pope, th' Fepe
mind ye, wis hatching schemes tae wed. JZZW tae a Dutch ponze tac pave th wey tae some invasion o 'Lngland frae
Eurcpe. Me an’ th’ Pepe, sharin plets. K.in ye imagine 7 By 1580, we hud meved tae France. It wasn t safe fir Thomas
an’ Gharles (whoam TEK aye referred tae as M. Paget), an't was in Paris tha' Fh foarnt mak French: Tk wis sent
bacK an forth'c er th' channel carryin’ codedmessages. Seme o th' codes wur even o mak ain invention. Jn 1582, TEh

accomparnied a sallow gent b:}/ th name o Jhrockmorton ﬁae London tae whaur we wur /Odjl'n "in ﬂjt‘zries-——z't wouldn t dae
fur stc z'nﬁrmation tae be tae Jaulr_fz'c, nae I—an’ overheard Fim say fie wis ‘ferr!}/z'n fetters ﬁae ﬂom}/ hersel tae th French
ambassador. (% skuild hae bin mair caref'uf—f/zlza[et/f hud agents in th Trench  government, even S kent tha an’
sure enouj/tj yin ratted’th ambassador oot an ’L‘Fzg/ racked auld Throck an ’Funj fim twa years fence, ) T was Throck s
fuml;fin ‘tha fed tae th Jaw makin ljafanef tae lﬁ(‘ th ’queen a agaz'taf <ﬁén=fe. 5% ff it weren t awrear[j/, wha'? ﬂn ony case,
th ’Yueen :fegaymayter, aruthless man named Trancis %fa’njﬁam, wis wise tae our extstence b:}/ 700, ggt, even wi th
spymaster s suspicions ﬂm "fe wis /&n‘J[}/ sae grand. TR shadowed Fim fur a week in ’81,, t/fotgﬁ Thomas ne er teldme
W@, an ' th :]'z'mm] maz'o“t/}/ seemed devoid o :]oeremna/ity an’'in desperate need o ‘arazoran’a JI:‘}/fth fur fhis chin ), Themas
wasnae ﬁni&ﬁ‘ed; joz'n awa ﬁr France th ’fé/faein _year oan some ither a&nc'ynatz'on ( whilk jarnt& faifecl,- a/t/fmzy/; Thomas
ne er {790)@' o it tae me, ainfie seemin mair cautious an :]aanmoz'z[ tha' Wa/ﬁnjﬁm wis onto uJ)‘ cfn 1585, Thomas, pourin 1
me a tumbler o wine, sat medoon. 'Sk m telfin :}/e th truth’ noo,i&/ﬁn. We re ﬁxin "tae murdurr th ‘ggeen an this time,
TR need” yer Fu(ffa. Jt's rwk:}/ business. gf‘ we git nabbed, it Wno be th’ Jower—it M be th ’jaffowa". 371?9] W tear yer Simbs
# (;%/7 m Jettin :}/e knoe this cause zf‘ ye re  game, %ﬁd want ye tae see what s at stake fur ye. ”z‘%ﬁ fiud kenned fice-fiaw else
fur thirteen  years, sae TR threw back th vino in yin swig an ‘said] “Let's  gie it a go. .
TE misston wis this—in mak  pairt as Thomas Threston, th wastre/ (young ﬁ)rz[fz'nj, TR wis tae [l:‘ﬁl’eﬂf a

nobleman named %nj ﬁuﬂnjton, wham Sk felt tae be a ﬁ}/ an useless kind o 'JJOJ‘ET, an’ convince kim tae sacrifice hisse/
fur j‘z:zry s ascension. %n ’Jae, o er th neist several months, v%ﬁ set aboot furz'nj ﬁaﬂnjton in, an ’z‘%/; succeeded.
jz:(jtm an ’o\gaﬂnjton  got doon tae Jafottz'nj. We returned tae 5/ba, /ocljin 1g at gferthd, an’ fe sent me can rgjrufar
missions tae defiver encoded: messages tae various parties concerning invasion JJ/MJ e]%er th ’queen fud bin dealt wi . ( R
came up wi "th bricht idea o 'emﬁelftﬁ'nj th notes in wine corks. ) Dit %ﬁn’njﬁm, cleverer than SR thockt Fe wus,
intercepted an 'decoded thae messages, an /1:}/ th ’f:vremazlft week o J;ﬂfy 1586, vor ears can th streets Jet us Ken tha th ifafot
/fuffaz’fet[ ﬁa[fz’njton hud bin fzﬁz’t, an th word wis tha ’ﬂz‘;{yaﬂ an’ his associates (tlfa "wid be me) wur neist. Jhomas,
7uz’c£ asa ﬂzw/f, ﬁgjan tae shove items intae afaz'rje sack an’ said; ’Z‘i‘z't yen skates oan, ﬁn 'somewhaur Jafé. gg ve bin a
guid. Jaddie, bit noo ye re can  yer ain. Use ﬁt e Ve fearnt. Tk Fud fitthe tae take —ma wheellock a rapier, mak violy de
mane, a Jaouc/; o :jofc[én merks—an ’g%/l‘, Yuicg{}/ ﬁeﬁ thro th rear door. 371811)@11 “thro th 'ﬁacg roads o 'gjt;rt/td, %hd
remembered during mak courting o ’ﬁaﬂnjton, atth :jamffinj buird, TR L struck up a re:yufar acquaintance Km accoont
o vor ’:f/farz'nj "aﬁrn name) wi aseaman b}/ th name o Gavendish, wha kud bin boasting o "an amb'z'tz'ouerjourne}/. ?fe;
cJatmed tae be b-uilei'nj three muckle  great ships, whilk seemed dunderkeided ta me at tha time, an said fe dbe  gotn awa th
netst year ﬁae ff}/mout/f. Whaurto?, R asked. “‘Tis a secret, e lfoo.zi(/}/ rejafz'et[ wi' a wink. Jt seemed a cockamamie



ﬂntao:}/ at best, bit A wis desperate. T Frud tae  get oot o ‘th ’k-injtfoms li_e_'ﬁvre Wa/&z’njlfm s  goons nicked me, sae AR
teuk van th role o Jhomas Jhreston again an "made mak wey tae th 'fnjfz'.rﬁ" coast. Jhere, in @moutﬁ z;%/; tracked doon
Hnow- %ﬂz}ﬂ/twenﬂs/ﬁ wha inﬁrmetf me tha he hud, in ﬁlct, secured ; r‘}//e  permission, an 'fits ﬁty&/ﬁ:js, th bﬁeﬂ're, wi'

its companion vessels, th " Gontentan ' th' %yf Gllant. widindeed be departing. F ‘on better, t[t{}/ wid be ;eavz'n "wi in
th week: an , whit fucf/, tﬁ?{y still wantit someone wi ’juz’c[ Jetters an numbers tae act as quartermaster oan th’ Gontent
L1 FcedPe A Ereu/er. 7/;({}/ wur jranr[ Jﬁ?]ﬂJ‘, fur true—rmine, a ten gunner ! For ez’y/tdt C[a'}/d‘, whin nae az'tﬁ'nj tae
_prepare th 'J‘/I-é'f!& fur departure, 5?/7 fhidin a ]%a—z'nﬁ&teJ bunk room oan th ’water]pront, Jearc/finj ifka skadow fur
%fa’njlfm or fits tgent&. jut} fzrﬂe Ee:f:t fer eye :73011 me. @tml;ﬂ/}/ 21st, 1586, we set sail. %/: as weel as th ’reJt © ’t/; 4
crews, wid discover ainfie a munth efiz'r th 'tié]aarture, df th ’z;%f‘n'c coast, oor ﬁnaf destination: th " trait o ’az(;jeffan in
th ’z;%mericzw. We wur 199[‘ tae Ja/unclér 3(7311111'&” jow‘t[
(874 ’ﬁoary wis beheaded th 'J%ffaez'n year. Eaﬁz'njton an’ Fis men drawn n ’quarteretf ﬂ: ggajet e,fctgaet[: an’

Thomas wis captured. ;%F ne er saw nor heard OJF fim again. dae much fur th ’jrancf JafotJ o th ’feﬁ ﬁotenf.

5 ‘$ > o
Aboard th’ Gontent

b/ 'voygye o or th Ftlantic - pushed mak capacity fur guile tae th forit. TER ’t[:]areesentBJ masel tae ‘ijavemli'ef/f as
Fuvin' nae small skill as a seaman, bit th truth wis, z;%hd Knew netst tae nothin'; z;%/f d'ne er even bin can a J/fzc']a, nae Jess yz’n
sae grand, an ’flr th ’flm“t f}/ew weeks, Tk f/tf}let[ a dangerous gam o charades wi' Vice Adsniral Drewer, eJtﬂl;fz'J/fz'nj th
appearance o ,exJaertz'Je. Thits wis eegaea'af(f}/ troublesome as wi in ﬁve zlk]&, we ﬁnt ourselves in a braw/ wi' six onich{}/er
sails. it TR fike tae fnmc:}/ masel a 7uic£ Jearner, bearin a sharp eye, an b:y th time th J/ﬁJoJ reached ngoe Dlance in
mz’r[lz‘%ujueft, TR frud ﬁffen m'ce[y intae th role. ( gjfz{}/z’n "th :]aaz'rt o' an aristocrat does wonders fur th erection o an
authoritative mien. ) Cor J/tvz:]w  passed b:y Gabo Vorde an’ can tae Sierra Leone ufére we ﬁna/{}/ discovered we d be
crossin' th sea tae th’ Fomericas. O this Jaeriozl; there s nae muckle tae gaemg P/ aﬁ;’ﬂ}‘é’ at ]in  point tried tae  gang
upriver whaur thare were w/fz'gyenf o' some gjortujuese /fanjz'n ' aboot, bit th water wis tae shallow. ;%/7 ainfie feﬁ th ’Jﬁ;f
wance, tae féte wi' th ’%ﬁz’c natives wha, &gn’te neoo sharin' na /mtjutge, threw a cracl@nj pairtie. ( %/f dinnae ken what
we wur drinkin |, an’ Tk W ne er ask, bit it Ldth :]'oi. )

fﬁer crossing th ’z;%tfzmtz'c, we spent a fj/eu/ Jhya funtin 'Jtreenje, shick-Jookin birds tha swam ower than f]@w‘.
/o ’fanj—tz'me salts call dthatm }enjuz’ns, "an we salted thair meat an’ stored’it fur th ’fanj jourm?}/ tae come. Tk cuid. /g0
can fur tlb]& recountin th menths tha :ﬁ»ffaedf ( ¢4 :7‘2; %t@/ ey E /{e(]rt ﬁrr - guid notes tha are sure tae be
Jouﬁ/is/ﬁez[ ]in t[a] ) We sunk or captured at Jeast a dozen cqunz'o"/f barks, battled can th Jand wi baith natives an’
ZSJaanz'arll:f, an ’ama.mec[afife o Joot tha ’wiftemjat t/f,r/}ajon o 3t. Churles itsel. TR wis e en oan th decko th
Gontont whin th’ Fedomiral scutthod th’ %zf ga//mz‘ww as tae uise its crew tae replace oor Jost members. :ggz'ﬁn “is
dangerous business, an '1{'}/ th middle o 1587, we d'fost a faz'r share o men. Jhis feﬁ ainfie th Destre an'th” Contens. We
uftz'mate/}l made it up as far asth J’tﬂf o Jand’ tﬂ{y ca’ (Cafz'férnz'a afére we ﬁgjfln, at th end’o 1587, th :]'ourne:y oerth’



cﬂlczﬁc tae wend oor wey roond th :jrfoﬁe tae .f:njfmn[ 7 z[tf}/ intae tha ;iourney, a great storm Jou/fet[ th twa ships lﬁv
coorse ﬁae  yin anither, Jeavin th' Gﬁteﬁtmﬁifiﬁ ina /794115/ ﬁj’- »5}/ th time we hud’ faz'r vision again, "I e
Jost. The Viice Sdsmiral swore tae overtake ker, an’ we set ahead fu/f saif an’ oar towards th gj ﬁ?@]ofine&. Onth ’féurt/; o
Gﬁznu,m:}/, J’u.n't ﬁ th 'Iacl}oneef, we encountered a gjortujueefe ﬁf’yate, an ’w‘e wur ordered [{-}/ ogreu/er tae ﬁrg. W/fife
stoopin "tae  procure a baw fur th :jrumf, a cannon ﬁred:]'uiest beside mak . /uj, Jeavin 'me maz'Jt/y Jéajp fur th remainder o tha
battle an fur weeks gﬁer. We were uftz'mate[}l Victorious, hoce er, Josin nae a .rinjfe satfor.

TR wondered: ij Sk wud ever foar again. 3775:}/ say whin ye Jose a sense, it s th ithers tha ’59718]91;‘, an’tha ’gaef/ o
stlence drew mak attention anew tae th sea, its clear, ficht blue in this region, an “th ’Wey th sun t[afffer[ fto amornin .
Drewer went back tae tryin "tae clatse th :gtya wi Gavendish, bit th ,J%ffaez'n lez}/, an ﬁr twa tﬁzys efZer, Wwe wur swept wp
in a reet terrible {}/Ja/?oon. ﬁy th time it cleared; th Jﬁ‘if wis beaten an Jeakkin'. j;ztereJtinjfy, stead’o clearin, th J‘k:}/
Jtz{}/ezf covered, an’ we wur surroondit b:}/ athick ﬁj. “Twas mibbie mz'zfzfa}/ whin TR clocked somethin '.streenje amang th
crew. y/ft{}/ a’seemed tae be keekin 'in th identical direction, thair ﬁcea slack, thair een wide. “Whit s happenin 7 AR
asked, though TR cud /tvarzl:f}/ huv herd th ’reJJa(mJe, yet nae yin o "th crew bothered tae answer. Tollaein thair - gaze, TR
managed tae mak oot th oothines o awee island; reaf/] Juist a bit o 'rock towards whilk th ’J/fzj seemed tae be hurthin' with
nary a J'z'mm] at th hefm. @yﬁ% there, Tk understaun we wur cooked; it still, nane o th’ crew seemed. fuJJeJ.' Jt wis then
0;%7/: b-gjum tae see mz’Jty ﬁjureef can th rocks, an at th ’fz('ja o ‘mak kearin’, somethin' ik ’en'njz'n y zﬁue tae mak condition,
TR cwidnae quite make it oot, bit whitevur t was, t was clear th crew were spellbound. Fn’ ‘twas then SR fufe/}/
understood cor danger—mmibhie 150 metres @7‘ th ’ifuﬁ.}, Vice Sdmiral -Brewer Fissel. .s*imJa'f}/. .. walked' 1990 th ’echye o th
deck an :p/unjec[ intae th waters. ?f(; wis ﬁ/faec[ b:}/ a coxswain, then b:}/ twa or three able seamen, a’ o thaim splashin “thair
wey towards th ’rocgy isle. In a pelter, TR rushed below docks, grabbed’ whit coins Tk cuid. Jtuﬁ intae a pouch an “mak
viol, an ‘raced tae fower th :]'offyioat intae th waters. T was a richt mess, an in th end; 5k fud tae cut th 'n:jjz'n "wi mak
Slads, bit Tk JEe(ff: th waters an cfumefi(/}/ rowin' in a Jateral _ﬁwﬂon, witnessed th Gontent collide wi th rocks, tift, an’
begin tae ﬁunr[ér. ﬂf ainfie thae wis th wirst vision oGk wis tae ke tha ’c[by. '

Can th rocks, th men, drenched e]%er thair swim, approached whit noo appeared tae be maidens, bit despite th J
seeming ﬁeuug/ o some, t/ﬁ{y wur unnatural. dome seemed /ﬁluf ﬁJ/f ithers Faufl;z'rt[ Thoo vot, t/z;f}/ seemed tae be singin
mere traces o whilk reacked th noiseless voidin mak keid, drawin th saifors nearer tif, wance in claise  proximity, th’
beasts lfoegper& - grew, an ‘usin maws o ’Jﬁdﬂl‘f) fanja", t/ﬁgl began tae devour th crew. ﬁegaite th blood, th ﬁé‘/l: th tendons
an ‘muscle, nae a J“z'nj/é J'z'mmj/ cried oot. 37175:}/ merely stared, fovz'nj'f}/, at thair murdurresses, slack, contented. grins o "thatr

ﬁceo‘ tif eventhose, too, wur rent @/ fanj an ;]'aw‘. TR Bidnae ken wihit tae due. TEh frud yin shot in th wheelfock, zf\ th
powder wis aye ﬁeucﬁ: an th ’rtgaz'er, bit thare wur ower mony o "th beasts, and; in a boat wi' nae  provisions, attemptin "tae
row awa wid mean an equaffy ja&/f death 173/ starvation an thirst upon th ‘dosert o th sea. s mak jo/f]ﬁoat cfrzﬁe([
towards th rocks and, curious, several o' th beasts approached tae see fico come TR, o a th men, seemed untgﬁ[éctef, TR
made a decision. S rauche yin, tae be sure, bit fur some reason, t was a Tk cuid Ken tae due. Tk roujlf tuned th’ Vz_b/lr:}/ eye
and, usin th muscles in mak throat tae approximate mak pitch as best as TR cuid, Tk began tae sing. TR started wi a
maz[}fyaf tha Thomas enj?}/e([ tae hear can a weekend ffyrenz'cﬁ%, ‘The White an Sweet Swan, "anthre th ’memm}/ o
routine, Sk sensed Tk made a  guid gang o "it. The results wur immediates Jhe een o th beasts skrank, th ij& blurred
an’ resolved hack tae teeth, an 'oan thair nov—(p/ea&zmt—/oofz’n ’]Cacea", %/f clocked. JurJon'Je an’ fumor. @ne, th comeliest o
thaim, approached me oan her taloned. /éj.f, sat, an fistened: TR wid Ja[t{}/ fur Six fours g[ére she ﬁnaf/}/ Jed me tae a nest
among th rocks an allowed me rest, whilk, ﬁ/faez'n th trials o th ’a[a{}/, cam 7uic£6/ despite mak obvious peril. TR doubted
TR wid awauken in yin piece, bit as th warmth o th ljaure sun baked mak skin th neist mornin , Tk opened mak eyes tae
mak saviour an ’cg]ator musing oan me. z;%hd wis alive, an ’z;%ﬁ would. stay sae fur th time bein .



17‘22/7 Iz']% wi th direns

ﬁ s nae easy tae eacJafm'n th emotions whilk drove me ower th :fof/aein weeks. ?ear, o coorse: thae wur streenge
creatures, thae sirens, an  thair Joromz'mz'@/ an numbers fg]at me oan et{ye I th time. There wis also th ’ﬁacom};)rt——tlf "nest
whaur ;%F spent mak evenings wis mair comfértab'/é than th ;791'171'/86‘6 rocks, tha muchkts certain, bit it remained a

Jounz’&/ﬁnent oan mak neck an’ shoulders—the unchecked sun harried mak skin, an ’Funjer Jaf[guezf me tif sic time as mah
c/vdzgoerone began tae Jeave, ainlai tae return wi ﬁ&” an th ’ws o some unknown w’aterféw‘f, baith o whilk %/f consumed
raw. “Water, /ucfi/y, cuid be fun at th centre o th ’rcvck:}/ uJaJ/fot. Twas brackisk an tasted’o seaweed; bit its salt content
wis Jow enoqu tae allow fur /;}/cl}atz'on. %[}[ tae tha th 'confuen'on thae th sirens egaofe nae fanjuaje :;%/{' cuid fatﬁom, an’
t/rvz{}/ didnae understand mak ain tongue, sic tha even tr!}/z'n "tae indicate mak need’ ﬁr Jorz'vac:}/ tae refieve masel- [proved: nearefy
impossible. g}'t mak Fostess, ?f ca’ fer tha ok kin, remained: near[y everpresent, an "ever intrigued. TR would. sing tae fer,
an it became clear she mistook tha ’Jz'njin ’f;r mak native tongue an "would. sing back. s th ’kaJ  passed intae weeks an’
weeks intae months, TR began tae z'z[entzf}/ patterns, an uftz'martefy, reférent& This wis fanjuzye fur true Bl began
tae comprehend it, an "én turn teach her mine. ( TR Jucked th vocal range tae eﬁéctz've{y produce th "siren s tongue aftﬂmj/f
%ﬁﬁuJenoquo ‘amusician s ear tae c[écr]ft z't.) C%1L‘ereo“l/‘z'nj/‘}/, as %ﬁfeﬂaﬂ tae t@cz('pﬁz’r th siren s tongue, e en gﬁer
mak hearin returned, whilK it did wi in th 'flnn‘ several. clky& can th island; " thair stngin " ceased tae hae ony hold can mak
Senses. ( j Ve hae heard ithers describe a Jimi/ar Joss o ’uura uJoon Jearnin’ ?F‘renc/zv an ’ﬁufz'an ) :_7‘2‘; companion s name,

TR would eventua/[y Bscover wis CEELE Filiiin i | purehy’ seeming ower szractzcaf (gt en mak Ja@aca/
Jimitations, we decided oan jzjzeme, efiﬁer th muse, whilk she seem dtae Jaik.
Deveral weeks e:ﬁ?er TER & bin marconed oan this rock, as nae ships hiud bin sichted—not (]’uz’o‘t@ me wi mah wee
(::}/e&ic/;t, bit b:}/ thaim, wha seemed tae have unnatural *’F‘”f vision—it became clear tha th 'fkc[ Csc/foof ? Thair cq]mcz'f}/
tae J/l—;ﬁ ﬁae bird-fike tae ﬁaﬁﬁl@ wis disorienting, nae tae say disturbing th ’féremazlft fj/ew times Sk wis witness tae z't)
planned tae seek oot greener pastures. TR felt sure t/fey o abandon me, an fur a time, t/fz{}/ Bl Tur th twa c[ll"}/ef TR spent
alone oan th island Tk ﬁm‘t - pondered mak a[fz’/z't;‘}/ tae sustain masel. Sk Fud water, fur th moment, bit Foof‘ur wud T
Jocate féot[? TR toured th island; féefz'n "bolder in th absence o th ither sirens, bit fun nae sign o “th ’e:yja" JZ‘;eme hud
broucht me. %ﬁt@yefwi 'crg%in "a ook an 'fz'neﬁae shreds o ’maﬁckt/finj, whit wis feﬁ o 1, bit cuid come tae na
Jatz'g[kctory sofution. oZ"}:}/ th end’o th seicont tﬁ{}/, th ’fi'nft  pangs o ’Funjer began tae return, an 0773 Eg]at apprefiension
fur mak comparny. ﬁit then, TER saw somethin oan th 'forizon, koverin :]’ul’eft above th water. 7Es she g]a]orcacﬁ?ecl: t was
"

clear twas j‘z;,teme. ke fanded an ’Janj tasme | == L1k 0k kent mecht come. SLrlsie _grippin "me
lr:}/ mak shoulders wi ker feat/ﬁary claws, she /Iﬁé([ me, an , soarin o er th sea, came tae a wee island oan whilK wur yinor
twa trees wi hud a ]3’6'“’ broad; narrow Jeaves oan thair crowns, an some odd broon ﬁuit Thare wis shade! Thare wis, as Bz
discovered, water in thae streenge ﬁuzt (iut foo tedious t was tae break thaim open ) Fn thare wis jz‘;eme

: y | Jt kin seem antrin tae ye tha Ak mickt develo op feelings o "tenderness fur a being sae afien as
ﬁ;eme wis tae ma&efﬂz;?ﬁ' kin ainfie parry wi t/f truth tha | , inmak fzﬁ up tae tha Jaomt, mak
experiences wi "th faz'rer sex hud bin fimited tae brothels an tha mak werk fér JZZWM hud qi en
me naw time tae devote tae romance or th ’tfevefofment © ’flner ﬁefz’nj.f. TE interest an ’fécus we
jz'fie([ tae each ither cuidnae k' ended’ wp in ither than some ﬁrm o' claise ﬁz’encﬂr/ﬁ(’]o, Fit whin SER
say tha ' she wis bonnie in her ﬁce an ’fljure, TR wud, /ﬁlrtlfy  gte encuj/f  praise. ke hud ye/ﬁvw
fatr an' @ braw nose tha ,nicefy comJaﬁamentezf fer een, whilk seemed’e er tae Jﬁi’fi ﬁae  grey, tae
almost Jee—t/fro:yreen, tae th brickt blue o th ’trczpz'c sea. c%‘,‘ wis ainfie several months in tha we
discovered, tc’jl’t/;ér, tha Fker ca(]aacz'@/ tae J/;zft fer férm cuid aJaJo{}/ tae her Jower /fauf in




man?fésttftz'on& ither than ﬁJ/tv or ﬁwf e cutd; it turned oot, appear Jaerféct‘f}/ fruman. ﬁ}/ th start o' th :ﬁve months, we
wur (lég]a{}/ in Jove.

W' th' ither sirens, TR remainedia sufject o ’curz'om'?}/ or Bisinterest. Tk cuid understand thiim reaJonaf/y
weel at this  point, an "even respond in m’mfﬁe words, bit in jeneraf t/:qy hud fittle interest in me Fe](mc[ certain./funjert Jooks
tha wur tempered whin t/lvl{}/ turned thair - gaze irz'gﬁ}/ towards mz:wme then  gaed aboot thair business. Jheir blether tendod
tae concern féocf——/;oo tae ﬁn ‘i, Focy[‘ur tae kéeja oot o sicht. Jair sangs, it zgafearezl: fud fess qﬁéct, an somewhiles none,
can wummin &Faz’r onjz’mzf conclusion, whin z;%/; ﬁm‘t arrived, wis tha ’%/7 wis a w‘zﬁe ma&guermﬁ'n "as amale saifor ), an’
thare hud bin mair an’ mair able seamen ﬁﬂe th rosterso th :fm'r sex. %,}/ wur nae tmmertal, thae sirens, an a weel
defivered skot wid murdurr thaim c/éanfy. Thits t/;a'}/ knew. 37:[{}/ understaun, semehoo, tha remainin’ a myt/f wis thair
ainfie chance o survival. %nce thae wur, @/ necewilfy, canny wi whaur thae set thair traps. Too /ﬁtf}/ a sea Jane an thae
micht be caught. Joo remote, thae mickt Jomezﬁz] starve, jist ﬁs/f an :féwf bein'a temporary ﬁx at bost. Tk ofien, when
accompanyin ’j‘Z;eme, eavesdropped can these blethers—to th extent tha oh cuid—and wis struck. /7:}/ th ’f;lmz'/z'arz'?}/ of‘
thair Jafzc'y/ft.

Jt wis, then, mibbie fate intervenin whin, yin bricht, clear mornin | a ﬁéyate appeared oan th horizon. Jt wis th
bustle o th ’Jirems—-fér th sicht represented a /tmj overdue cz;aertum'f}/ tae ﬁezf—-t/fa ' drew mak attention tae whit wis, at
tha ijaoz'nt, Juist awee dot jfz'mmen'n '@“ore th beam 615 th salts say ) s th 'J/tdz(']a began beating toward cor position, a deep
sense o ’f(‘?re[otﬁn "butt wi inme. Guid' z;%ﬁ Jutst staun é:}/ as th crew o this vesselwis slauchtered? Wis ;%F mora/'/}/
boundtae ca oot a warnin or act in thair tfeﬁnce 7 ;zf wi 'malfﬁrst moments oan th earfier rocgoutcrtya, ma/fimfotence

wis clear. z;%/f cuidnae battle th entire  group, an "mak death under sic circumstances wid due nothin tae save this

g]g]aroac/fz'n "crew s. %/7 sat ﬁozen, Keekin wi dread horror at JZ‘;eme wha, it seemed, understaun. , she
asked me, whilk translates tae: ’%u wishme notto ! "%/7 nodded /ﬁe(f]ofeewfe}/. "( 1 | she responded.

[ %t, I must eat to five. 730071 th ’J‘llnj arose f}ae thair combined voices; at this  point TR undorstood th meantn befind
it—an invitation, but, aye, yin seeded wi’ disdain an ’COﬂYuEJ‘t. For a fuf/ lfauf vor, TR witnessed th ’J/;z(']a t(z]afroac/f an’
then, as it moved askhore, th ’crewﬁyz’n tae fezga ﬁae th bow, th stern, an mnzd:f/fyw Ak jawfez[ as tﬁ?{}l swam, desperate
tae scream, ‘Tlee, ye ﬁo[f, Bolt an’ set sail tg%re th ’Jtrcnjeeft wind. "Bt TR knew it cuid due nae  guid. Fur th seicont
time, TR watched th sirens tramfﬁvrm, thair een  graw, thair ﬁan Jﬁarjaen. TR watched thaim devour th ‘crew, Bz
watched mak Jove chew threw aman s J,ﬂw—‘t/;é:}/ ingested thaim doon tae th ’metyreedt boge. Tbn, doarzeader, Tk weprt.
i ne or & en keened thiir origins.

/4 ’cfz{ynje inth :fc'f/aez'n week wis stark. S considered t;:yin 'tae swim tae th Jﬁ;f an' board'it, bit afone Tk
cuid nae ﬁ"aw‘Ja tae saifit, an'é:}/ férenz’c/t% it hud aw‘reaclj/ ([;‘?ﬁet[ afanj th current, near[y oot o sicht. I sirens, fur thair
_pairt, seemed ﬁrr disinterested in whit trinkets or treasures micht be oan board, an' Ak cuidnae, inth end, bring masel tae
Jofunc[ér th ’Eeﬁ?njl’nj& o'green Tk fitsd sav recentfy seen slauchteredin sick a wey. ﬁjueme @ @R rdutained vor kabits an'
schedules, bit she cuid see tha th scene kud tyﬁ‘éctec[ me true, fud poisoned. somethin' tha mibbie cuidnae be remedied. Oor
conférenceo‘  grew mair silent, an' while TR worried tha , zf' mal  presence became A R micht catch wp wi "tk identical
fate as tha crew, an' mine @ere it, A fun masel nearfy wishin 'j‘ur sic an end. Instead; t was jlzjwme wha broke th skell
o cor ﬁyi[e détente. In fnjlefﬁ: she asked, N%u can stay no 7 ?lgre, 5287 " TER concurred tha whit spririt o
ant/frg]oofojicaf adventure hud dvi en me th ljarevz'ou& Fauf “year fud run cl;}/. S take you fiome ! That cauj/:t me b}/
surprise; it hadnae occurredtae me tha ’z;%ﬁ micht ever Jea this coven, nor tha ';%F micht wance mair ﬁn “maselin th ’Jocz'e{:y
o men. :Eﬁer a pause tha saw thae emotions clask wi' a deep pit o sadness an' Joss, mak een Jocked ocan ker bonnie
countenance, T whistled, férforn'f}/, (1;5 S 1

Hye



v/ :ﬂffaez'n nicht, unner th cover o darkness an ’efiier singin ‘a tﬁam@ﬁffec[ cheerio tae th ’J%CE ( whose response
Fetn{}/etf th’ common disinterest o thair c[az'/}/ treatment), j(zc;wme teuk me b}/ th shouders as she kud wance g[ére, ﬁﬁecf
me, an we set oot o er th waters. Tor several tﬁzyo‘ we ffew or swam in th evenin an :f];vtrbet[ in embrace during th ’cﬁ{}/.
W/ﬁ't trials fud come atween ws cuidnae overpower th ’reaﬂy tha ’%ﬁd Joved ker, an ’e ;m as mak excitement j:*ew at
returnin tae th worldo Jand; R also fun it Ji'ﬁ‘Zcu/tf tae tmagine huvin tae say ﬁrewe/f tae her.

On th mornin’ o th’ seventh o JZJJ 1589, we made fanzlﬂff, an beacked at a secluded cove in a  green, Jusk 5({}/.
TR Fadrnae tdoa whaur SR wis, bit R knew tha , ﬁr noo, this wis th ’fenjt/f jz;eme cuid go. TR wull, can th aftar o cor
Jarz'vacr}/ an :}/er Jmtz'ence, spare mak reader th nature o ocor ﬁna/ concord except tae say tha as she feﬁ, she sang a tune %/7
hadnae keard zg%re, yin tha sent a skiver thro mak spine an ‘raised th Fairs can mak arm. Whit s mair, she sang it nae tae
me bit tae mak amulet, tha j?ﬁf © ’ﬁécﬁon jz’ en ﬁae mak faz't/fer tae mak mither Jo thae mony years b:}/jane. ?:Fuw'n
ﬁnief/fez[, it Jooked' fur amoment Sik th mother-o '—Jaearf seermed tae carry a jﬁbw tha ’J‘uljﬂd«feﬂ:’t[ th mere rej%cticm o th’
ﬁzﬁ'nj sunlicht. Then, sae Fushed as tae be near!f}/ inﬂwtinyui&ﬁaﬁ/e ﬁae th ’Jurf\fzggjn'n "th white sands o th shore, she

g B

sang, 5 — , whilk, tae th best o mak skill, ﬁf wunderstaun tae mean, “When yer fonjz’nj ﬁr me faes reacked its
Jaem€ sing tae me, an ' shall rise. " Then she backed intae th ’Juzf dropped beneath th water, an A R A oo

Orientin ’mzzwef inth COrient

Wﬁen ;%/rv cuid | ﬁrce masel tae mak féet inth new morn, :;%F ﬁgyan th task o discoverin whaur ;%/f drun
aground. Wohit TR clocked ﬁr&t wis koo ket it was. Laird, t was het. Th '/fumit[i?}/ seemed tae ﬁm a blanket sae thick it
ﬁft JiK it teuk baith mak arms tae carve a Jmt/f thro it intae th trees in search o some signs o ' fruman Fabitation. s wi th’
sirens an thair island] Tk Knew mzjwme wid deposit me Jomgfaface remote bit stilf claise enoujﬁ tae Fumtmz'?y tae ﬁn ‘a
member o th race. Hs Ak blundered thro th thick féfz'aje, slappin ,b-ujef o'a ,var'z'e?}/ ﬁ mak ﬁce an’ skin, Sk  pondered
whit sort o vision Sk & constitute fur ony stch féw‘( as TR cuid ﬁnzl.- Gaunt, bearded, sun-dried an ’ijarcl; cladin rags
]it armed wi sword an ’jun, vie/an ‘a  purse still stocked wi :j«m’t[ an’ silver. TER wid be an enigma, fur true, sz no
z'mmez[i'ate/y murdirredas a hiaint. Still, Tk fud fj/ew‘ options; wur TR tae mak mak’ wey back tae funzfae, TR L be
needin tae ﬁm[ transport, an tae secure tha , TR would need a toun. TEh traivelt fur whit mist hae bin hours tg%re T fun
maselin a space atween trees tha "ran baith tae mak richt an '/eﬁ—“z't wis, it Fud tae be, a road. Tk teuk fitthe time choosin’'a
random direction an’ set tae wi a th ’gaeed' mak Eefezyueret[ Jimbs cuid carry me. WY in th cor, Sk spied a wee group o \
ﬁm€ tg]ofroacﬁ‘i'n "me, chaperonin "what appeared tae be a species o "cow, bit wi '/onj forns an’'a faz'ge hump at its shoulders.
%l{y g]afearecf tae be orientals o some stripe, aftme/f tae this  point in mak. /z'fé mak expertence wi “th :ﬁ»fE o th East wis
Jimited tae tableside blether an ’zfrawinjef in hooks. %] wir Jaeczfafe o th fand; transportin "some crop f}ae ﬁefz[ tae merkat.
jf TR expected surprise or pelter whin t/fz{}/ spied me, TR wis mistaken. &t/&ar, t/:a] seemed, z]p zmyt/fz'n ) concerned’ fur
me. Shae approached, each wi ‘a J‘inj/(?, ree{yoec?fuf bow whilk Sk reciprocated tae th "best o mak aﬁifz'?}/, an ’tﬁt{y began tae
egjaeaf tae me bit TR cuidhae even ﬁ&tz’njuz’ef/: whinth sound o :}/z’n word zfrzﬁezf intae th neist. SR tried; fruz'tfeem'f}/, tae
respond in fnj/zlf/zj attermptin ‘tae uise  gesture as an adjunct, bit it fuifecl.' Then, th ’Jtreenjeat t/zvz'nj happened. g}'n,
seemin tae consider fur amoment, asked'me, “F oo, precisa de ﬂ/&/ﬂ? Thits wis cfear'f}/ nae th 'tenjue thae hud sae recent{y

bin usin in thair attempts tae converse wi "wme but. .. ajuda. That sounded richt claise tae th ’ngzmzlf/; word fur /t?a&a. Cana
Jark TER responded, ’Z%ez/é comprenderme atioral Ihair expressions ﬁﬁére{ﬁ gjﬂ, th :}/in wha hud. {rok-e, mirrored
mine ﬁae earfier—fe, too, pondered whit sounded | /@ne{]aec[ﬁ? bit yet no ,Yuz'te correct. Ik ither remained as blank as mine

hud bin attemptin "tae Ken thir tongue. Then t;%/f reafised— "J%rtzzzueb" 7 " The man s een fit up th minute ke heard th’
word ﬁae me. Jt wis giortujueefe. Whit wur th bloomin chances?



White t was slow ‘gaun, TR managed tae indicate whit TR wis Jookin ifur, an' ke managed tae exJJ/az'n tha K
wis traivelin th ’Wranj wey, tha Sk J/fuz'd:z}me thaim as thdz{}/ wur headin ']Cur a port called Takua Pa. Jt seems tha mak
Jove hudverra conwnz'ent/y defivered me intae th southern tips o "th ’;Z}/uttﬁ}ya {injdém, at a point in a narrow isthmus
atween twa mercantile seaports. :7‘2‘; new juz’tlé, ﬂZ;ua, assured'me Jakua gja wid fae J/ﬁ(']a& Feadin' west. ‘j:;aes akvefy
walk an ' chat wi' ma/tvnew‘fafo“, zfa bit slow an' Faﬁ?inj. %ﬁmamyec[taeyarner tha e ’z[/earned'tﬁ"ﬁrtujewe fzmjuzye

Srae Ghristian missionaries. Jh ’feﬁ feoters again, it seemed. Dt this time, t/ft{}/ & saved mak fife ower than pat it in

J'eg]mnlj/./

TR /eﬁ a silver in Wjﬂua s Jmfm wi ’t[egfa thanks whin ke deposited me in Takua ﬁ( an'
. teuk his Jea wi' s company, a’o' whoam repeated th bow wi whilK thay hud greeted me,
. o Py 74 5/ J

: ﬁ whifk z;%ﬁ again returned. While Jifférent in its structures, Jakua % wasnae sae

3 r[z?ﬁ[érent ﬁae th wee  port towns oan th 'fnjlef/f or ?Frenc/f coast, an ' it wisnae ﬁmj q%re

K %ﬁ wis wainj, a wee bit shower in th absence o mak z'nte;yrreter, fur passage can a J/fzf
: tae mzotmtm', gﬁ“ th coast o' :%uﬁa. %E willnae be tedious wi' th ’V('y}/tge tha ﬁffaezl:
Thare s nae doubt muckle tae say, bit these fﬁetz’nj experiences wur Jaunctuater[ lr:}/ /anj, borin' an' at times uncomfértab-/e
passages in Jﬁé]m o various sizes, involvin' at each stoap a renewed c/ﬁz/fe:ye in nmyatin "th lfaurcﬁ‘a&e o a berth. ?Frae
JZ;ntaz', %/7 travelled tae dokiar ﬁ th Eastern tip o y %fﬂb}/, then thro tae 31’7‘@‘,‘ an yflnaf& tae ogaerraﬁ‘,’ whaur C%F
switched; ﬁae ocean travel tae th ’fufﬁ}atea &Ver, ﬁnft oan a é'mje fér;:}/z'n 4 mai&t& goats an "then can ]in wee hoat, fkat,
rlg%, or jforz'flez[ canoe fur several Wee/{:f tzf, nearin ’tlf ’ﬁfacf Cgea, %/; moved ower Jand tae th :port o' gj harmacta. Ware,
%/Id wis ﬁrcec[ tae /z'njer ﬁr twa weeks awaitin' a suitable 6‘/1?79 bound’; ﬁr Istanbut. While %/7 waited, spendin "mak clk}/& at
th bazaars re:j:/acin ‘mak cﬁvt/fz'nj zm'wtutrfyz'n "th Frabic ftmjutge whilk surroondit me, B teuk up th smokin' o' th’
hookak an L]aurc/zdaefec[ avictous Jookin 'eyjear whilk reminded me, in some weys, o th Jockabar axe tha ’ﬂ:‘. gjajet fud
introduced me tae tn whit noo seemed anither /z_'fé oan some tther world ﬁr [e:}/onc[ th veil o this Jofane o existence. z;%ﬁ knew
tha an ﬂiafitm named. g‘afz'ﬁeo fud Juﬂeﬂ‘ez[: gﬁer th earfier wirk o' anither, Latinate féf/ow, tha cor world circled th’
_great sunin th ’J@, an' tha thare micht be ither worlds surrcondin' ony o { t/fey thoosans o ither fichts whilk ﬁf/ez[ th nickt
Jk:}/ tae its fimits wpon mak recent voyages. C?‘Z:l fzﬁ in %fﬁa ﬁft, tae me, tae exist oan those worlds, nae this yin.
bz ﬁnaf[y secured ;  passage an ! six clk]& efl‘ter, mak een fé/f wpon mibbie th _greatest wonder a'm ik tae see in whit
remains o mak existence. Cfstzmb‘uf, as some in furcz]oe still ca' ton&tantimyofe. f en as th J/ﬁf Lgafroac/fez[ th Jport, %/f
fknew I widine ‘er see arngther steid o' tis k. tom(]mrerf tae it, London wisa  great soppy grey egﬂ[@tCF streaked in broons
an'mokde. fven th coasts o' %fﬁa, sae dear tae mak fert, ﬁft Jarovz'ncz’a/ nth ﬁce o this metrg]mfz'ef, sae afive z;%hd cuid cop
it J/ﬁﬁ in me rg%re A cuid ﬁ&tinjuisﬁ a Jinjfe' individual wpon th' docks.
R stepped intae th ai:‘}/ can th seicont of‘ Eﬁrum}/, 1590, providing tae th ’J‘/I‘é’]) s cap nth ’cfoa’nj Ssum ﬁr mak
ﬁre. Tt fi i frons weale funtﬂs ran z[r}/. BT e dsige coin, an whilk Sk realized this meant Sk wid be resident in this
chaotic ﬁntan'a fur sum time, TR ha e clony undér&tancﬂnj (?fjui&t fioo fanj tha widbe.

%ﬁz’ﬁ in Istanbu)

Tis nae wee thing tae be a foreigner in a toen as frenetic as Jstankul wi cot a penny tae yer name. T sold mak
wheellock th first day, an’this providedme a fyew days tae fin ‘mak bearings an’ decide oan a plan tae restore mak fiunds.
M foremaist instinct wis tae mak  wise o those cighteen months as a saifor, whaur TE Lpicked up na fyew skills, an’
tha drewme buck tac th docks, whaur, fur severaf weeks, FER managed tae procure odid joabs whilk. whife paying nac Jairge
amounts, Kept me frae wishin' TER hiud mak shipwrock rags back tae repurpose fur beqgin . Fh mickt ve bin stuck in tha'
rut fur ages if Fh hadin't spotted somethin yin night. Efter Tk rented masel tae a« Greok fine fisherman at K.um K.aps



Suar th' day, T wis, Jater en, makin ' mak wey tac th public baths wi'twa o 'mak follow dock rats when FEk came across a
makeshift fightin pit. Nae, as ye micht imagine, th' Reman colloseum, it a wee space cloared oot in th’ district o’

R aithane, a fot undeveloped by th' fikes o th' surroundin’ stane Fowses or makeshift shacks an' marked oot by a fength'c”
lemp repe tied arcond four stakes. ‘Tuas easydae miss frae th theroughfure, an juist by chance SEh spotted it, bit FCh bid
mak companions furewell tif mernin’ an’ approacked tae investigate. 'Jwas chumsy an’ brutal, fur sure, bit th’ hets scemed’
clean, th monetary rewards defivered; an’sae far as T cuid tell, th' fights wur fuir enough inasmuch as they tha ceded th’
butte hud thair surrender respectod By th’ victer. Stk made up makmynd then an thare tha FCk widnae be aff tae th' docks
again th neist diey. Instead; Tk widvif an’ sharpen mak spear, an 'return ere tac risk ma future can th’ skill o' sticK an’
blads.

That frst fight th ,féffaez'n dily wis richt Fm’rf}/’ White SR preferred th ’eyaeetf an ’accurw,}/ o th ’gaear compared
tae mak earfier experience wi "th Jockaber, Sk hadnae bin in true combat o ’ony sort fur ower a year, an "th cobwebs skawed
in mak reactions an skill. Ma first opponent wis a mere Jad, thin bit hard, bearin '@ wooden baton an a vicious-Jookin
curved blade tha fvmec[ almost a kalo arcond fits /eﬁ ﬁJt. ?f; wis 7uz'ck: an’ TER cam claise tae fosin bits o mak 5016/ tha'
llk}l as TR L hae spent [[Htj years rueing th absence o . In a stroke o fuck, or at Jfeast ﬁrtuitou& timin TR Jn’rouetter[
awa ’f}ae yino ‘hits funjes an , whirlin th '.{799 ar boove mak keid, broucht it (ﬁ'rect/}/ intae contact wi th back o his skull
wance mak turn wis comJafete. TE faddlze cof/zywez[ Sk a _fef/et[ tower thare an then, an’ TEk rushed tae conﬁrm TR o dane
nae mair than ring fits bell fur a fjew rlkys. fﬁer tha , mak martial skills returned tae me an ’ft)r a week, TR ﬁuc/& na
duelor twa a clk}/, anin sae duein’, Tk wis spotted. b:y some runners scoutin fur talent fur another arena whaur th stakes,
bit also th ljarﬁyﬁt, wur heicker. Way convinced me tae come an keeKit, an tha s ﬁvc?fur TR ended up as aFrz’gf féature in
th arena tha 'fa:}/ na natura/]az't at th :]%ot o Fatif ?fz"ff near th '{zzta& avr th" Gofumn o' C?‘Z;ra'an ) Twas eretha’
TER baith risked mak fz"fé an’ fit ’ra/‘fy made mak name.

Tt thisvenue, th ﬁj/&d wur tae th death, bit SR decided; if TR wis eventuaf/y tae starve tmy/ﬁm, this micht be
th better opition. JZ‘; ﬁnft ﬁj/;t threatened tae be mak Jast, bein ijn'ttec[ against a giant o "aman, twenty-one fauns hieck at
th Jeast an 'Jure& Wefy/ﬁ'n "tk better o ’twent'}/ stane. ?fe" wis a ﬂzor, an ' he wielded mibbie th maist intimidutin blade
TR ve  yit seon—h efier Jearned'it wis called a é/gz’ Jt seemed tae lfufmf th ’cfzf}/more TER  wance trained oun, an its
vicious curve Jent it th air o a maﬂa’ouefjrin. %3iaﬂt s reach an ’tﬁ’k»njtﬁo fits sword neutralised what fud bin mak
faz'ryeeft atli/anttge tae tha ljooint. &ac/t‘.' W;o, 5?/7 wis short handed'in th fitera) sense, an :fur th :ﬁreft minute or twa, TR



assessed mak options whife SER tried tae distract mak ﬁe lr:}/ whirfin th ’gaear an ;prtyaoon'n ‘a fj/ew, uftz'mate/y abandoned,
thrusts. Tk dodged twa great swings ﬁae mak opponent an ‘realised even a ﬂ'njfe success oan his pairt wid mean th y
separation o :}/in Fauf o ‘mak fodj/ ﬁae th ither. Jhe crowd, twa hundred. strong, mibbie, began tae git restless, Funjert ﬂr
blood, an th 'jz'tmt appeared tae tak  this as his cue tae J/;Zﬁ me towards ]in o th walls o th :;:it. TR reaﬁ'.sezl! mak time wis
runnin’ ooty @ Fudtae tak a risk. SR ducked Fis féf/aez'n swing an ‘rolled tae a kneelin :foﬂtz'on jutst tae his side, an "thare
TR stood, makin whit tgafearet[ tae be a thrust tha cuidnae Jao&sz'l;f] fiae reached fitm, an fe accorcﬁ'nj@ didnae react. ﬁz’t
at th end’o ‘mak mevement, %ﬁrefea&ec[t/f/fuj% © 'tﬁ’gaear sae tha it shot akead, tw‘aﬁetfurt%r than it micht fae
otherwise, an ’r(yrépfet[ it as it Jofunjet[ three inches intae kis throat. Whin Tk (}/ﬂﬁkdel[ i ﬁee, blood arced oot intae th
dirt, an’ asth 'imJareJen've ﬁfﬂmf collapsed, ﬁnft tae his knees an then tae his side, droppin “th ’@'L‘ae  put his hauns
towards th ﬁuitk&& task o ’thé‘]?fl'n ’uJa th Jeak in his 50(6/, th crowd erupted.

In this it ye  foucht wi ‘a challenger week:f}/ at th maist, an sae it wis tha durin those seven r[ay&, word'o’
mouth set malk. Jatzfaufan'?}/ an ’rg]outatz'on risin ’amonj tﬁgy involved wi th ﬁjﬁtz'n ;pit. Whin SR neist entered th arena,
th crowd began tae chant a word tha ‘wis foreign tae me. %—rﬂé’-—ﬂ”, cﬁ/Zjvwe—fM, ir-rae-na. Ak didnae Ren what it
meant, sae Sk, Juist dismissed it an ’f;vcuese([ can dispatchin "mak neist c/;a//énjer. TR spare ye th details o th ’Jeguence

o attacks an’ counters, bit suffice it tac say, opportunity wis granted fer me tae uise what wid be remarked tac be mak
signature technique, an’ again th crowd ocled cot th sel same cheer: miblie even Jouder this time. Jwas ainfie efter tha
Sight th TER wid fiscover whit th' onfookers Fud bin chantin': Muraena, th' Latinate for th' deadly recfeel, an'it wis
appendod tae me can accoent o 'th very meve Sk wsed tae claise huith bouts. TER fun tha these frae th’ city whose primary
tongue wis Frabic greeted'me wi' thair version o th’ word; 5jardfe Sic wur th circumstances under whilk FEh recetved th'
sebriguots tha , furvarious reasons, wid hecome whit SEh wid be Kent by in Jstanbul frae tha mement enward; an’ FEh fun
tha when SEh finally left th Orient, Tk wis satisfied tae retain thaim, fur reasons Sk W efter explain.
TEh competed in twa mair houts afere TR wis rescued frac tha shoodvwn wi' fute frae whilk TEh wid surely hae
perished yin diy. Tfter mak final perfermance, against a terrifyingly skilled Greek, FEh wis approacked by dwealthy
merchant o' th court named Seyyid FEhdi, wha sought tas procure mak services as a bodyguard: Feh gratefully accepted;
an’ fur th neist se eral yoars, FEh accompanied him a”thro nae juist Jstankel, it tae Veenice an’ back again. During tha’
time, T fun masel forced intae cluise contact wi' Mediterranean buccaneers, wham SEh provided far too fittle time tae
reflect upon th error o' thair choices. J¢ wisin Tpril o' 1593, while TEh Kept vigil at th' door tae TEhd3 's chambers, tha e
approachedme, a written note in kis haun (whilk TEh cuidnae decipher—while, by this time, bein perfectly conversational
in Jurkish an’ Trabic, Tk cuidnae read either Janguage ), an ' informed'me tha Saddedin Effends, wha, Tk wis told; wis
o chiief adivisor tae Prince Mekimed, governor o' Manisaprovince, an’ wha wis currenthy engaged in state business at
Tepkaps Peface, ‘requested  maf presence. Matk master fooked isappointed; an' TR suspected tha whitevur awaited me
at th patace meant Tk wouldnae be returning tae his service, whilk fillod'me wi' a sense o apprehiension tha wis kard tae
Kide. Still, TR genercwsly thanked mak noe fermer master—wi oot wham Ch would na doubt ke expired upon th’ sands o'
th fghting pit—an ‘made mak wey, bearing th inscrutable note, tae th grandpalace o th Ottoman sultans.
Tis ifficult fur me tae doscribe th’ grandeur o Topkaps Patace. Frae th front, it s reminiscent o somethin' oot
o' astorybook, ye Ken, ik th’ castles ye dimagine Kz'nj Hrthur ramed aboct in. Th twa towers at th' gate betrayed th’
city s Reman ditys, bit wance ye step inside, th Otteman flair is choar as diy. Tk gardens war fush, an’ th shocks o'
purple, yellow, anrid flowers drew yer eye as tae a pentin, even as FCh fun masel discomforted by th' ‘enour guard”
assigned’tae me by th first set o sentries—wha disarmed'me an’ scrutinised th document T held oot afore me as Tk
insistod, Jagad tarma astideayiy” |TCh ve bin summened]. Eofter a fyyow minutes verifyin mak details, thay fin y
gestured fur me tae follow, an’ TR wis escortedintae a place o' architectural hoauty wha still pepulates mak dreems at




times. W3 inth castle, th' domed cei/z'an coveredin blue tiles an th ’efe'jant columns distracted me ﬁae th ﬁcﬂ tha Sk
wis here ﬁr reasons %/f didnae yet grasp. .
fventua/fy, SR wis fod intae a jrsz space aﬁuttinj a lfa/cony overfookin ' Istanbul; ren&n'nj itin a its
egafenzﬁ)ur. ﬁiﬂ{& jﬁaw ower th chactic jeometry o th ’lr-uiftﬂnjs ﬁrmz'n "th inner a’?}/, whilk wance declared itsel th hert
o th ’mg]zantineJ. dittin ’ufon th lfaorcﬁ —sippin ‘oan whit turned oot tae be bo.za, a malt drink brewed ﬁae fémentezf
_grains, nae sae rﬁﬁérent ﬁae th ’Fazy 2l corteocted & th doBlands o o ha— Saddodin jeﬂurezf fér e tae take a seat, an
z;%hd bowed in th ’Jégjo ﬁ&/fz’on z;%/f Knew tae be die hiis rank an’ settled intae th sifken cushions can th ﬂazr ?f(; fanded me
a wee jfaJJ o th brew an motioned fur me tae drink. up tg%re we began, whilk T Lid. ?ﬁ' fudth lfareo"ence o' a holy man,
wi a t/zd(vuj/t"tfuf mien an wearin' a jranrﬂ}/ brocaded robe an’ a L‘z'zlj/ beard thae seemed trimmed tae g0 wi' fis Kallavi—the
Jatter bein' a streenge fat fér court 9]99&'11/9‘ tha Jooked fik naet/fz'nj sae mich as afamf&ﬁazlé. ?f;& eyes fudth ’gﬁ‘éct o
Jaeefz'n N yeopen, J’utc[yin', as ye micht scrutinise a vase fur sale in thae thmfzcar&. : ?fl;' !gaok-e ina pure an 4 Jc/fcfar'f}/
z;%ralﬁ'c whilk, accustomed tae th Jower dialecs as %/7 wis, teuk me b:}/ surprise an " sent me fkuna’n "aboot tr:yz'n "tae
translate thi words tae masel. ?;Fe started wi th ’reyuzln'te safutations tae %//a/; th :jmf tha is jo([ fur th ﬁ:wfzm& an’
then, g%er a wee pause, proceeded tae fits business.

“Ft is an Fonour to make  your acquaintance, J?fém’f. I kave Fad the Ja/emmre of‘ watc/:vinj you in combat, and'
must say, it was a t/fri/fz’nj experience. i

S am Frumblod b:}/ your patronage, ST, "z;%/f responded wi ’cléﬁrence.

Tt is that set ?f skills that brings you tome on this t[ay g represent ﬂj rince CZZ;/fmet[, ﬁr&t in fine to inkerit the
throne ﬁom our sultan, whose /;ogaz'ta/z'ty we both enjoy torﬂl'}/, Sak Fe thanked: What I will telf you now, you must Eeg]a
in the strictist ch frivm:‘y——were you to goeaf x?f this, j‘ regret to say that your fz'fé would be ﬁ;féit. {now‘inj thts, are you
w‘z’ffz’nj to continue this convesation tozﬁzy 7

‘y‘occufy this space at the  patience 9][\ our sultan and” yer ﬁvnﬁfﬁé’]o. 4

That /;anWer ] s jocr[, * e nodded, stppin frae Fits cup. “Ts I said; my master, the frince cyp x?‘zjmisa Dtate,
s jeneraf@ expected to ascend to the Ju/tan&/ﬁ(']a, nstialleats, wpon the  passing of‘ fits fat/;er, our current Jord, may (;%f/a/;
Jorotect Fidm. ?ff; has, t/t@refére, [e:jun to turn his eye to hiis own successor. ﬁ is never, "Fe raised th ;7[&5‘6‘ tae me tae accent
wha 'féffaerl: too earfj ﬁr such defiberations zf‘ one s to rule with wisdom, fér does not the fmfﬁét warn us cy[' the zﬁzy ‘when
the w‘ronjtﬁver will bite fits hands and’. say, S wish I had taken the Jth of‘ the y‘zzeﬁfenjer. Weetome 7 :7‘23/ Jord Joves aff
his c/ﬁ'/t[ren, fv:vr %o he who does not skow mer(:}/ towards his c/ﬁl/zfren, no merc}/ would be shown to /;z'm, ’[ut fe also fnow&
that Jove skould not make one bfind to the realities OJC the world.” ?f(;  paused wance mair tae ﬁnz’&/; fits JfaJJ an ., wi oot
ﬁ‘urryz'n \ reflffea[ it ﬁae th ’mérdé;zz

Jt wis clear fe wis a devout jentf man, quotin ﬁae th ’azzesﬁam s /fofy book, th' @t ran, wi ljaracticez[ ease, an
fe didnae seem in a  great rush tae Jv[ea&e th ;patz'ence o his social Jessers. % ﬁr me, ;%ﬁd wis unburdened b:}/ this, Jofea&et[
enoujﬁtae stp mak bozwan meditate oan th view o th ocean in th distance. Glose 199%11’?}/ wi ’fzfé-or-z[é(rb/;comb—at
provides a remarkable a(z]aaa'ty ﬁr ttinerant meditation. :ﬁemuref] clearin’ Fiis throat, ke continued. «ﬂ} Jord's ofdest,
Se/tjlaclé Sefism will be next in fine to ﬁfkw him, and should, %f/a/f férﬁz’d; Jometﬁ?nj /ﬁggaen to fitm, the second horn,
Setzade ﬁiifeymzm, would follow. The third born, Sehzade W ahoierts oo Mo sl for the mz'fz'tary as he s afreac[j/
quite zléazlfj fér a chifd of‘ seven, yet, should circumstances allow that ke should ascend, he would make a ﬁne choice. These
are not the chifdren I fave come to  youto discuss as t/fe:}/ fave afremr[}/ fad appointed to them  protectors cff skill efuaf, or
Jaer/fa]m" near[y s, to your cwn. J come to you concerning the féurt/; lr-o'}/, who has J’th re cent[y celebrated fiis third year. ﬁ

' The central covered bazaar in Jstanbul
1 %ﬁm (?f‘ornate ttm(ar:[



is on behalf of Fim, Fhimed; that I summon you today. s I noted; each of Thimed s ofdor brothers hias heen assigned a pair
of guardians, warriors who split each duy standing at the boys ' shoulders, ready to kifl, and die, to protect them. ‘We do not
choose such guards carelossly. They must be deadly, yes, but they must also show good and godly characters and foster
trustworthiness. Jimay surprise you to knowthiat we Fave feen chosely monitoring you, among some otfhers, for ahnost three
years.

TR agreed tha’ TR wis, in fact, fuir flabbergasted:

Yeos, as J say, these docisions begin upen the birth of « hild and when they reach the age of three, we match them
with their guards, but we first assure ourselves that they are worthy. 2_7123/ Jord has tasked me with suchk decisions, and'J
liave chosen you. Jt is a fifelong position, ene which you will held until you die, eithor from natural causes or in the act of

protecting your ward. Fnd should the  young Jordling pass on, the custom demands that you join kim to stand by his side
beffore the divine fight of Ttlak: Do you understand what I am telling you "

Geien th Jaws o' th' emprire, Th kent tha whit hae descriod tae me wisnae a request: Lk wud either agree, or Tk
wid due this day afere FCh reached th gates o th paface. Yit this didnae gie me muckle pause, fer TEh hud bin adrift, an'
TR L bin happy tae hae kud a purpose, o' whilk this wis merely th natural continuation: as guid'e' yin as ony an' yin tha'

promised shelter an vittles for th remainder o mak days. Yet, Tk shiftod mak hoid tac indicate a guaistion. o flipped
fiis wrist in welcome. " am truly honoured By your choice, but I do kave a guestion. Why me when J am an outsider to
you? I come not from these Jands. Jnmy heme, we wse the word sassenachto refer to those born elsewhere, and J am
sassenach to you. Wouldyou notprefer one for whom this Jand and this Empire are as their own parents 7"

He gave a wee nod's' approval. You askwell, Zfiarsfe In truth, all our guards are, as you call them, sassenach.
Deing from beyond our Jands, you are safe from inkerited resentments or conflicts of interest. "

Then, " FEh said;_ gettin up for a wee moment tae drop tae mak knees an’ bow doon before kim, ‘I accept.”

TR wis thare fur several seiconts afore FEh folt his haun' upon mak shoulda, signalin' me tae rise, whilk 7k did;
returnin' tae maknest o' cushions. ‘Then we are fortunate, Fellak bo praised; and'none more so than Fhmed and kis futher,
Sor dees not the prophet tellws, Our Lord! Dless us with piows spouses and effspring who will be the joy of our hearts
and'make ws models for the righteows. ' J bekieve that with “you as guardian, Ahmed will five to be suck a model to the konour
of our prince.

Wee then, cwer th neist hoor, finished th boattle, noo tha' official business kud bin concluded; anfell intae small
talk concernin th city. Whin th dram wis exhawsted; ae explained tha TR shuid gather whit befongings Tk wantit an’
report tae th Galuta pier th follacin duy, whawr SR would rendezvous wi' a party headin ' tae Manisa wi wham Fh wid
mak' th journey. FER returned tae mak apartment wi'in Seyyid TChdi 's compound (e hud sin Joft oan business, sae mak
initial farewell wis tae be mak finaf one) an’, th’ follacin mornin , can th’ twelfth'c' Tpril 1593, FEh teukmak purse, spear,
vief an mak three cutfits an made mak wey tac th’ bay. There, efter seme scarchin , FCh funmak party, anwi'in twa

”

hours, we began oor veyage thro th ’a'zf}/ tae th western  gate an "doon th road tae azjmz'em. R t/;ouj/;t, mibbie, t widbe
mak fest sicht o tha ’ngn?'ﬁ‘cent metrg]mfz'& o whilk :;%F frud Cgrown inorﬂnatefy ﬁml:
uz:)’ut intha, TR wid prove férr mistaken.

%i[/@unq Laird's Guard

The road” tween azjmz'aa an’ Istanbul wis weel-travelled; an’ ‘twas rare tha cor - group, oan ﬁot an feadin three
odd dromedaries ca d camels, wha carried th :7zmj s - gear an ijarovzln'onef, war e er alone. Jhere wur ﬁve men an’ twa wimmen.
The Jatter wur cladin cakSzr an zz;/iﬂ, whilk are th ’.rtreenje outﬁtJ o Joose trousers an red, /fz(']:—/enjt/f coats worn /{}/
wimmen o a certain class, an ’t/fey A seem auylj/ odd beside th skirts an’ dresses in ﬁ&/ﬁ'on in mak native Dritain. T men



wir clad’ J‘imifar'f}/ tae masel, except ﬁr Jin inltmz'&mr] unz']%rm, comffetrt wi th ’Jlfooer}/ Lork wi "its ﬁft base an its
ﬁat/fer—fz'k‘e cloth Jo[umaje at th ’171579. ?les name wis ﬁoemafi %fif, férmer Zﬁ} o a Zirkh Wt;ﬁr unit, thae bein’
armoured assault troops. ?‘fe: dhin drauchtedtae th same service as masel, bein th seicont  quardsman ﬁr oor‘younj ward,
z';%/:mezl: ?fe" cut an intimidatin :ﬁjure———/tﬂe wis a fu/f faun taller than me an’ skoced'a Weef—)@]at Ja/t}/&z'gue beneath Fiis red-
tlj/ecl:;'az'k‘et. ?ﬁa an’ T féf/ intae deep conversation, skarin’ battle stories an details o our vartous itineraries arcond th
world. Frae what %/7 saw o kim, ke wis an excellent choice as a juar(l:sman, an’ someone o%/f micht kae struck. up a gey
Jafemnmt ﬁz’ent[&/ﬁ(’]a wi zf\ nae ﬁr th ﬁct tha efier this a’ac—dlz}/ voyage tae ﬂjmisa, we wid, it turned oot, see ﬁrr fittle o
each ither in th ’féffaez'n years, barring those 5rz'(;f ack‘nowfe’jemenw we shered as we handed @7‘ cor J‘ﬁ;ﬁé‘ ( R wis quard
ﬁae Ju_ﬂf th mornin meal, tae mesa, th 'evenz'nj repast, an . %fif ﬁae mesa tae M ) Sl kis company /t?ef(]oec[
Jofemnmtefy tae pass those tedious hoors o tratvelin in th earfie  pairt o ‘oor J'ourm?}/.
The kintra we eventuafe/y began tae pass thro wis /zdi/'f}/ an :7rew mair sae as we approached th ‘end’o th Jurkisk
Joenz’naufa whaur JZ‘:L‘HZVJII fa]. jf SR Fud noedod conversation fur distraction J]%re, TR Bidae require it ony fzmjer asth’
natural. gafemﬁvur o th 'Jurrovnﬁan provided th ’ejle Jafenty o branches tae afickt wpon. While trees aboonded; tﬁ[{}/ wur
I:‘}/Jaz’caf& separated. 63/ solid distances sic tha th 'faml:fagae appeared as a faﬂj an’ undulatin :p/az'n, as zf‘ th sea kud bin
Jut[dén!/}/ trmwférmec[ intae dirt, grass, an "bush, feavin th waves trappedin th middle o thair shoreward motion. Oan th’
mornin o our arrtval clk}/, six hours efier sully we rested an "drank tea can th ﬁinjes o dardis, a wance-thrivin auncient
toon noo reduced tae ruins. Iaz’;je hewn blocks o stane still indicated whaur my/lvt}/ structures wance sat, an heich
cofumns remained standin  at several. [points despite th intervenin ’@eef. g}'n o oor party z'zfentz’fle([ yin stc ruint
ﬁun([atz'on as wance a tem(]ofe o Hrtemis. Sk fimt[ masel meditatin oan th ’ﬂjnz'flcance o time; tae consider th millennia
separatin "thts wance Euatfinj czé}/ an ' its sifent echo tha t[ay hud'th ’ejﬁvect o renderin mak ain Erz'fgf sejourn in this world
o th smallest Jao&n’ﬁﬁe ch'ynijgcance, an :}/z’t, A wondered foo mony men an "Women in oor current age wur born, Sived; an’
died wi oot ever ﬁeefz'n ' sae ﬁrtunﬂe as tae fae bin an actor in sic a marvelous /fz'Jtor}/ o sic myrimf deflichts. 3‘2‘;/7 musings
wur cut J/fcrtlf-}/ th ljaacfz'n ’uJa o th tea set an th rolfin ,uJa o th ’cmjaet.s. z‘%s soon as thae wur returned tae th arched
backs o oor camels, we wur back tae th road, mZZunt zgr}goz'fu& risin tall aj%re ws, in th ’f&ot/fif/:f o whilk we wud ﬁn "oor
destination.
azjzm@m wis nae Istanbul, bit it still wis a garaw‘fz'n 19 toon, spreadin ' richt tae th buse o' th walled settfement tha'
housed th castle, th Jatter bein' kiecker wp in th Fills an' visible ﬁae aLfaointJ beSow it. Arrivin' at th town s edge, cor
party weaved cor wey thro th :]aezlénrian tngﬁqc 2 we arrived at th ;7ate.s o' th 'r]ﬁs' settfement. ‘We wur expectin "an'
granted entry. The castle o' JZ:Insz, called” S andikkale b:}/ th Jocals, shered mony féatures wi' %fkdzyoz gjaface. Once
we ’([JmJJer[ thro th dwellin's wi in th ’Wa/f, whaur those who teuk care o th maintenance o th castle an' its occupants Sived
6171 "whaur %/7 dca’ arcom o’eg’y/ft—]%ot square mak frome ﬁr a wee while ), we reached th castle ufa//:]org]oer an' wur met oot
by Jzzedin, th castle's vekZ/ or major deme, as t wur. Torth ’féf/m'en hoor we wur shoon th :jroun&, whilK as Sk noted;
bore a stmilar ﬁaﬁsnzﬂ)ur tae t/;éy o' th’ dultan’s abode. Fountains an 'jllr(lénd‘ aboonded, Jurroonrﬁtb:}/ rooms wi' tall archin'
walls an' domed ceifin 195 ornatefy decorated wi 'Jwirﬁ'nj caf/zc'yngoﬁ:}/. fﬁer bein' shoon mak room an' storin' mak b@fonjinjes,
TR ffvfﬂme([ Jzzedin ggtae th ljmface again. We lfotlj/juartﬁf wur nae, it seems, tae wear th standard. tmz'samr'}/
unz’f(va reguz'retf ﬁe th :paface soldiers bit ower a /anj white robe tha reached tae mak shins, brocadedin ridan 'jowzl:
belted skut. dae  garbed, T il 1 o 7 e oo skt i roqe e dith :prz'nce s quarters, attended tae 6:}/ ﬁur wimmen
wha saw tae Fis needs. Jhare, T tewk wp th ifmesture S wid Eeg]g fur ten fu// years: J‘tﬁ,‘ still, silent, spear in haun, een
attentive, at ﬁro‘t a/w’zny nae mair than twa féet ﬁae th richt shoulder o mak wee Jaird.

g Gosmmander, boss



777:9] first twa years saw fittle o note durin' mak workin' days. AR wis - generally
ignored by Yottt fiv Wi 'in Oh castlotall W ﬂZZﬁmec[, Fetr tae th Sultan s throne,
TER saw Fitthe; neithor &id bk _gey tae see his mony brithers an sisters wha, some occasionally an’
sorme Jaermanentef}/, cccupied th ' castle. Tk id see Fhmed s jranc[mot/fer, 3@9]6 Sultan, quite

u]’%en as she J:aJJez[ thro th toon tae observe an assess her jrantl[az'rna. %ﬁ spent matst o th
Jky, tﬁbujﬁ:’ inth 'ccmfan] o ?f;mﬁm, z;%/fmef s mither. ke hailed ﬂe somewhaur can th
Fdriatic Sea, northc th fando’ Greece, and; ﬁae whit SR cuid. jat/ﬁer, wis jzﬁ&ecf tae
y‘z‘;/fmez[ inth '8os, whin ke wis ez’yﬁ%een an she twa years his  Junior, in fonour o fis > promotion
tae [Tez, or c/figﬁaz’n. SDbe wid efien STt in jin o' th :paface s bonnie inner - gardens, attended tae b:}/
ker handonaidens, wi' z;%/fmed; watchin' or readin’ as ker twa auldest sons an twa Jkuj/ﬁ,‘enf— Selim, 3&/«9}/#::111, Fatima,
an ’%y$e~ffer}/et£ e wis astunm’n'ﬁeaugl at six an ’twenéy, an’ TR often fun mak een drawn unwz'/fz'nj'f}/ tae th
Joroﬁfe o her fbce as she read, wrote or mere!f}/ stared oot at th fvuntaz'n whaur ker bairns gofaef/tded' aboot.  Jwas durin' a
moment o sic carelessness, several months intae mak tenure, tha " she J‘ul[t[én([}/ turned fer een up an ’cauj/ft mine. %/7
Yuic@ returned mak  gaze tae th scene W‘ére me, bit, feek;'n'b-acf sorme ths'ng/ setconts Jater, %f: cuid see th trace o' a smile
wpon her /i(']a. TR fun tha , still as Bz wis, mah hert wis poundin A
I?']% in ﬁozmzlm teuk oan th ’f&rm oa  general routine. TR :flrst traces o' dawn, TERK wid frave me supper then
report tae Hhomed s chambers whaur Sk & dae a wee bow tae refieve ?ﬁl/z'/ an’ staun  quard: St th endo' th ’eveninj meel,
%fi[ wid return, bow tae me, an 'k L be ﬁee fur twelve fours tae spend me c[ay as Tk saw ﬂt. TR wid ?}/Jaz’caf/r}/ begin 6:}/
J/ég]oz’n ’f'ur three hours, then trainin wi ’Eyear an’ sword’ fur another three. Jhat ﬁaﬁ me three hours g%re F bedidod doon
fur th rest o th nicht. ;Zf twas th middle o th nickt, an’ while faz'rje, j‘Zjnn’Ja wisnae a port toun, thare werenae venues
at whilk tae occupy me zgﬁ“ times. dometimes %ﬁ” wid  gang a-walkin |, roamin as fur as th stane crag th Jocals think is th
fac/:r}/moefe %:vﬁe, birthin a wee stream o tears ﬁae th base o her Jton}l wjz’[ ﬂwat{y, the ;%/7 wid eitﬁ?ar‘f/tfy mak
Vz_bﬁyr smoke a Jaéfae an’ stare up at th stars or doon at thair mirror: th ’127966([6{ hearth ﬁreJ o th toon. Jwas L[urz'nj sic a
wr'jif seated upon a big boulder o some heicht, tha :}/z'n o ?f;ln(lkn s maids g]afroac/ﬁeJ wi 'a Juntern. T, keeked doon tae her
wi'a b-n'e:f salutation, tae whilk she responded tg[ére inﬁminj me tha ?ﬂnc[an Sultan wis requesting mak. presence.
Hssumin this tae concern some direction tied tae mak g}afroac/; as guardian o ’ for bairn, TGk %Jajaef doon an ’]‘nyfaet[ th'
fandsnaiden back tae th ljaa/ace.
ﬂ:‘/fmerf s harem ocquoz'e([ quarters in th wast wing o "th castle, jeneraffy ﬁr[z'c[t[én tae male visitors, sae twas

th ﬁnst time STk d Jaidicen can this  pairto “th ’ecﬁﬁce. Zjﬁ, e en nae bein ﬁmifz’ar wi th ’ggmce, R undorstaun tha th'
route we ﬁf/aet[ wis chosen fur Ju[ter]vuje. We traversed a batch o narrow kalls—servants routes, TR jatﬁ@retf~anf
crossed yz'n or twa faz';yer arteries whilk SR deduced. opened intae th vartous rooms o ’azae/;mef s concubines. Wgar th end”
© :}/z'n narrow/fa//w‘zfy, th maid bowed an "2739718([ a discrete door intae a Jusk, comﬁrta[fe set o chambers. TR entirt tae ﬁn -
7?61715[2171 supine can a Joi[e o cushions beside a ﬁre, cJad ainfie in a blue silk gom/ek * whilk wis near[y transparent. A wis
di'scomﬁteJ an TR say wi ‘shame, a wee bit aroused; bit SR muintained mak poise an “trained mak  gaze tae th wall above
th :ﬁre:pface an’ said; “Summoned, S arrive. " ke  gestured, fur me tae stt,an a maid. poured'me a cuppa ﬁae an urn beside
th ’ﬁre. ?:Enuﬁm Dultan then  proceeded tae ask me mony questions concerning mak origins, mak. J’ourmf}/ef, an th :pofz'tz'cer
an ’je(yn{]o@ o th Dritisk Jsles. ‘She wis jenuinef] curtous an seemed’ :yaecz'a/(f}/ defickted as TR waxed: ncJtasz'c aboot
mak befoved Ttlba an’ wis ﬁrr intriguedtae fear mair aboot th battles fur th throne atween Efizabeth an ’az;g. Sdke
talked, lr'rz'gfz(y aboot similar intrique wi inth harem—she wisin a rz'vafr}/ o some sort Wi ?fz;fime, mither tae anither o
Mﬁmez[ s sons, bit at th time ok cuidnae  piece t/zt’yz't/fer th source o th tensions—and aboot her Jove o th birds whilk

4 H thin ng'j/ftjown wica/'/}/ worn beneath clothes.



visited th ljmface an :fur wihilk she wis emﬁﬂvourinj tae cchoi[e a fist o names. Jwas a maist Jofeaﬂmt set o hours, upon
whilK time she dismissed'me wi'a “We must do this again, sztraena. " The same kandnaid retraced cor earfier route an’
deposited me wi oot th castle wi ainlie a ﬁrz'bf‘ “period tae prepare fur mak J/ﬁﬁ
The neist tﬁz] saw mak ﬁr&t return tae th ’a'I:‘}/ stn mak arrival. ?f;mﬁm wis oot Euyin 'Jtuff an 'Wee.v;%/l"mez[ wis

ﬁ/ﬁmw'n ) hits haun in th jero o yz’n o th Jusses, bekin' wha %E stood as Jentr}/. 5;1 ]z'n  pairt o "th merkat, z;%ﬁ goz'ec[ twa
ruﬁqf takin a wee bit ower much interest in cor - group, an "wi oot a seicont t/ﬂvujlft, %/7 made toward em, J%(']ofinj mak spear
wup beneath mak arm. 3779] f]éc[ at mak l{]JJ’)rOtIC/I—: an we didnae see thaim again. TR m a wee bit emburrassed tae adsttithe
thae wis th Jimit o mak on-the-job scrappin fur t/fe:}/ ﬁm“t twa years. Later, ?IC‘MJ;LH stopped at a stk merchant s booth, a
Jeweller s, an'a carpet store, iu'}/z'n ‘a fj/ew items zg%re we returned tae Sandikkalo. That nicht, 5k got anither summons
ﬁae ?ﬁmtﬁm SDultan, an’ we agin fé/f intae chattin . ke  presented me wi "twa sifver rings, sized tae mak thumbs, whilk
sthe Jaurc/fa.sez[ fur e, she sed; an’ she wis c/fuﬁr[ tae see tha ’t/ﬁ{y ﬁt Jaerféct'f}/. ﬁe kin froﬁalify - guess wha th
conversation started tae turn intae ﬁae tha ;poz'nt, an' sae in honour o th ’m(%léef?}/ o mak re}//e Jass, S adinit ainfie tha we
did, in ﬁct, become Jovers tha nicht, an this arrangement wid continue, in some J/Fzgae or férm, ﬁr th neist ten years.

J(:Left ower a year an ‘a /;auf intae mak. Jtz{}/ in az:nizm, in :ﬁecemier © ’ltjylr, Jz,zezﬁ'n ;@a Jet us know tha we &
be Jmck-z'n ’uf soon. The dultan o ' th Ottomans, mz:trac[ JIT. wis due tae  pass away, an 'hits son, mak Jaird jz‘;/fmec[,
wis set tae inkerit th throne. gt wasnae a wee task tae jat/fer up th ’lr-efonjz'nj.s o sica faz'rje frousehold, an :]99‘2791'71 ‘th’

_procedure proved maist entertainin "ower th :]%f/aez'n weeks. Ena/@, th hoose me@at[ an’ stored’in carts, an ocan korses an’

oan camels, th ’caravan lfgjtm tae wend its ’W'L:}/ ool © ’t/; ﬁctﬂf[f an ’eaJt towards je;"tanl;u[

stanbul cﬂgvz'a'teJ

Suckwur th circumstances under whilk SEk weeleomit in th :}/ear o our Lord; 1595 amang th ’A@ngaeckdfe sichts,
smells, an' th :ﬁ‘enetz'c bustle o' Istanbu) wance mair. While A missed th :7ramf natural, Eeautj o th :penz'nes"ufa s eastern
hills, TR ud. Jcarcefy reafised fou famifz'ar th 'cz'q}/ hud become fur me an' koo mick tts absence hkud ﬁécﬁez[ me. Lnterin'
mffgjaz ﬂjaface wis a verra t[iﬂérent experience this time comjmret[ tae th Jest. 5@ juart[ tae th ljarz'ncefinj, mak aut/fvrz'q}/
wis  greater than ony o “th ’z't/;erjmizman'es in th castle, an sae twas upon th :]aroestrate bucks o' mak earfier Farassers tha'
TR Jooked as we moved thro th :jllted‘. TR wis set wpina shered room wi’ ?f;fi/ tha we each’ occupied while th ither wis
attendin' tae Fis duties, an' sae th ’cﬁqynjef fivin' circumstances u/iz'matefy made ﬁrr fittle zﬁ'ﬁérence. Wit wis ﬁﬁérent
wis tha , can maﬁﬁee time, thare w‘urﬁn :f}/(]ofaceo“ tae go an ’ﬂan tae dae. Dut mony o 'tﬁé:y evenings %ﬁw‘ifgaena[w‘i i
%mﬁm. Thae faisons wur, tae be sure, Jess ﬁeyuent fur a time—the arrangements in th new Joaface requz’rer[ her
handsnaidens tae take a novel route tae bring me tae fer chambers, an’ sae fur th ﬁr&t several weeks in Istanbul, (;%hd saw fer
ainfie during th ’Jkyw whaur we shered . 7uic€ restrained fﬁrttfbion&. The danger whilk fud aye attended cor t?:}IJ‘tJ—*%[ A
Jose mak heid fur sure wur we discovered—wir rendered ﬁr - greater as th twa households, o' aZZFmez[ an' fis faz't/;er
:ﬂnrad; clasked in cfumuy weys. 27223/ ﬂéy/t‘ﬁf whin thare wis nae secure manner é:}/ whilK tae reunite wi mak fover saw me
drinkin' wi' auld acquaintances doon l{}/ th docks wance STk Jﬁni&/ﬁ?f wi mak weapons trainin

Twa weeks efiﬁer oor arrivalin th ’cz't], Sultan jz‘;ra([ j‘fj JmJJec[ awa ﬁde th ’(?ﬁéctd‘ o' a cancerous swelfin' in
th :yftmtl:f. TF time 'twixt then an' kis burial wis aman 1g th maist chactic, an' at times féam"vme, TR Fud tver witnessed:
JZZFmeJ I tnitiated Fis reign wi "th murdurrs o @ nineteen o' his brithers ﬁae various members o' kis fait/;ér s harem.
Thits aw ﬁyafenet[ wi' @ his oon bairns in attendance, an' sae TR watched. as, yz’n b:}/ ]in, th men wur Jtrmzjfecf b:}/ th 'nye
executioners. S Jatter wur unJettfinj men—those nae ment 7{}/ disturbed wur missin' thair ears an' tongues as gestures o
ﬁv}/afty tae th throne s secrets, an' Ak z'nw‘arc/:/}/ gave cheers tha TR Fudnae bin g]afroacﬁ?et[ tae J:yne thair ranks instead.
Wkin th jrio"[}/ ey:ectacfe wis concluded, th “Sultan set tae business; or raither, fis mither &id. Fur th "}/E'JII‘J ﬁffaez'n, it



becam clear tha' 3(7‘1?}/9 Sultan wis th ’Jaower beliindth throne, an' bein' an z'ntenefefr}/ suspicious woman, she contributed
tae 7154‘171({2171 's an' mak increased caution regardin "oor ongoing ﬁaz’r. Tae com]a/z'cate matters, fur a gaef/, ﬂ:ﬁmetf shawed
a renewed interest in his ﬁrmer courtesan, an’' %/f wis ifﬁyjicaf/y jeaﬁou& can those evenings, whtlk fedme t ' drink tae
excess, makin' miserable mak netst zﬁzy s wjifance, e.{]oea'affe}/ whin ke dvisit ker chambers durin' th ’c[a'}/ tae eg;aent[ time wi'
Afimed:

The neist twa years Jammez[ Ej na ﬂa&ﬁ ;Zf n jlz;mz'sa, mak z[lzy& an ’nf'ylfts ﬁ/f intae a routine. ‘W7 in six
months, j‘z:/fmecf' s ajﬁléctions turned tae ?f;szan s rival; an' we wance again fun cor weys tae spend some fourso' th
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orenicht th qither twa or three times a week. %}1 ' as afore, we maintained a discourse in th Janguage o' th een thro th duy.
J a7 %

ﬁit in 1597, <ge;"z,‘aniuf became Fost tae th '[iz[ asth’ &maﬂ& ca' scarfatina anginesa, o "th rid féver. ‘Twas a tairible
curse, yin tha clatmed thoosans, mibbie tens o thoosans, an huda ertz'cufar u]%m'f}/ fur bairns. Tur weeks, bodies
amassed in th ’emJa@/z'n’JtreetJ as ﬁwf began tae kide at fiame, ainfic tac spread th ’ aifment mair guicffj in th stale indoor
atr. ﬁ}/ mz't[;z;z]orz'f, th ﬁver hud’ fun  passage intae th castle an Janded ﬁrst can delim, an' soon gﬁer, it passed tae
cgt’ife'}/man. Jae watch sic active an ’Jorecocz'ou.s Jads féffez[ sae quic@ b:}/ th burn in thair heids wis an rgﬁf}cnt tae th’
senses. Tur three  years, TR Fud watched thaim  graw, an "at twelve, delim hud become a serious wee man, aw‘rearlj/ attunin’
hisseltae th burdens o ’ruferaﬂc'jv. BIit now s fz{}/ abed; moanin' in  pain an 4 Ji’Jcomﬁrt.

z‘%/:zﬁtlhae see muckle o th Jatter, in truth, Wance defin an ’3&/éyman wur tﬁ'zyno&et[b:}/ t/:'i:}//éf@en'a'an,
Afomed an’ Fis sisters wur ordered tae bo removed tae separate kdjinjs, an’ ‘twas in those ﬁei&/; conts Ll d‘tt{}/el[ wi him.
?ﬁmzﬁm wis wracked wi 'wor{}/, an’ TR saw férr fittle o her fur aweek. Jhen, th unthinkable happened. Delim  passed.

ﬁae th illness an tae compound. th ’trtyeclj/, 36&/9}/#11171  joined him several dby& Jater. TR saw %nt[an at th funera/
Wz{}//z'n "cot ﬁae th ’déftﬁ:f o her soof. For twa weeks STk keek & Fer ainfie rare(f}/~&/fe wid come tae check in oan her third
son, bit ye cuid see in fer emply een tha she cuidnae bring herseltae ﬁef th 'ﬁéctz'on buried deep wi in her oot o ﬁar o
Josin :}/z’t mair o her tssue. Jh ’féver broke ﬁae th m{?}/ a moonth Jater, an twa cﬁzy& efier tha TR wis summoned: Whin
TR reuntted wi’ %amﬁm in her chambers, she féff intae mak arms an 'wgat fur th rest o th evenin .

%Aamﬁm wid recover, bit somethin' in her kud cﬂ{}mjecﬂ—ﬁf "vibrant, curious risk-taker Sk dmet in 1593 hud
become a much mair sober an’ sombre matron; concern wis etched oan her ﬁce. She wis, tae me, nae Jess come/y, bit fer
attention hud turned fu/f}/ towards maiters o state an th ’Weﬁ;lre o ker remaining son, eeyaea'af.fy noo tha her issue wis nae
fanjer th eldest and, t/z@refére, nae ftmjer netst in fine tae th throne. cggt/fer, tha kenour - gaed tae ﬂ;/fmoutl,- %fime s
son. G en whit TR frud seen tha :ﬁr.st zlky in th throne room, tha dire wirk dune b:}/ th” executioners, Sk cuid understand”
7154171:[2171 s concern. jf tradition wis maintained, her ain son wid meet th identical fate wpon ﬂz;/fmouz[ s ascension,
eiyaecz'af'f}/ gt enth emotions tha bound her an’ %fz’me in mutual abforrence. Tk redoublod maf attention tae maintaining
wji/ ower th ’increaainjfj clever an mobile young g%hdmezlf The tensions atween th twa wives reached a beefin :poz'nt near
th end of 1597 whin t/ﬁ{y near(f}/ cam tae blows during a_garden visit—it wisnae mak prerogative tae act in defence o ’ony bit
Aomed, bit hud a ﬁr&t th handmaidens an |, ﬁnaffj, th Janissartes nae intervened tae maintain th :peace, h wid a maist
certaz'n[y hae eacfoaez[ snasel in fer tléfénce. The tensions o' th :faface thus b'cyan tae tak thair toll can mak eguifz'/;rz'um an’
afffyz'aﬁces. Chwer th ’f(‘yffaez'n years, %ﬂfaﬁ ﬁejzm tae tak mair an mair meetings wi fer mither-in-Jaw, 3@?}/6 Dultan.
Db ainkie broucht Shmed wi fer wance, an ’z[un'nj tha ’emcﬂ{ynje, SN arned she wis negotiatin "wi'th de f;lCtO regent

fur th ’th%ty o]r fer ainfie remaining son. CZZZI/;  previous observations fud bin tha th Em&/fz]o atween th twa wummin wis
tense an distant, bit twas clear tha ?_Emrllm wis w‘if/i'nj tae Jamﬁce nearfy an]t/finj tae 3a]%/e s whims in th service o
wee ohmed-

:7[2(;/7 opinions o '\ﬂzzfmouf wur, aftﬁé(y/td TR cuid ne'or reveal thee tae %ﬂ&n, férr positive. E en at twehve
an thirteen, he hud a martial. spirit, an "word cam tae me ofie:n tha he wisa ert:z'cufar favourz'te amongst th Jani&&arieo‘

wha jotned. feirm in fits eagerness tae Jeave th ljaaface an Jeidth ’trmz]a.s engaged in th ’(mjvz'nj war in %njar]. A cuidhdl



subdue a féefz'n ‘o ljorz'tﬁa nth ’l;ravei:}/, foce er ﬁo//fartrf}/, o th ’emeryz'n hetr tae th throne, egaecz'a/'f}/ compared tae th ’fazr}/
nature o ks faz't/fer. Fre wis a Jaddie wha wid, zf‘ gt en ficence, /71(173]91'[}/ command an airmie, bit mak ward, t;%hdme(l,' wid
oiﬁen dissuade his /fauflﬁrot/fer ﬁae sic requests, notin "th distress sic ideas broucht tae thair faitﬁ@r. '%yu 7e not even
circumsised yet, " Jaird emjafaz'nez[ during ]in o these congresses, “so tﬁéj W never allow youto take on a mw: s aut/zdorz'?}/. F

“Gt s not fike it matters, ”y‘Z;FmouJ rgpfz'etl.' (j[/{/é éranc[motﬁﬂer / Jeads fim as a  goat on a Jeash. Jt is she that
eg)!cvea/{.f, not fie, on such issues, and’; ffyr fer, the Jrg‘é@/ gp a Jorz'nce s ?f _greater Bnportance than his character. %mf anyway,
she seems to fate my mother. "z;@az'n, Bz fun masel’ tmpressed. b:}/ Ffis acumen, an’ TR  grieved’ tha TEF cuidhae c@fe tae
fitm tha th reasens fur th Jatter stemmed ﬁﬂe ?f‘tﬂﬂﬁln s sustained. e]?vcrts oan her son s Eefﬂuf E on HAhmed wis
unaware o fier activities can this ﬁont. ﬁy th time o th ;zefafz' revelt fed b:}/ Kart{}/azza, th ,tllmjens involved in joz'nz'n .
th anz'JJar}/ corps J:recfutléc[ ony ﬁtrtﬁ@r discussion o th matter.

The eyaeff atween 1598 an ’1603 Wef'yﬁ‘ét[ /t?aavy oan me. z';%/: lr-gjtm tae see ?f;lnz[kn Jess an’Jess, an whin we did
meet, oor emcﬁ?{}/njea" wid be fomited a'maist entz're!f}/ tae th Ja@a’ca[ 7f¢;r new Jmfz'tz'caf ambitions feﬁ us Jittle tae chat
aboot, as tha sort o ’z'nfé wisnae meant fur a servant Jik masel, an th ’z[anjer o' cor fiasons, eeyaeciaf'f}/ wi wﬁaflye s new rofe
in her /i'fé, became a matter oj‘ /i'fé an’ death concernin th future o' her wean. 5}/ 1599, TR wid e summonedainkie ﬁur
times ower th coorse o th :}/ear. ﬁy 1600, th visits stopped. atﬁgyitﬁer, an :}/z’t, th :y/zmceJ we shered still /ﬁyo]oenec[—-now‘
w‘eef—furret[ wi th ’maturz'f}/ o' af(mj an' intimate acyuaintance. Dbe &id; Foce er, semetimes eyaeaE tae me whin %Fmet[ wis
at a distance in th ’room——/{y thae time o dhud allowed i a Fit mair ﬁeetﬁvm o' movement ﬁae me while in th lfaaface——
and twas e}/z'n sic blether tha scored mak respect fur mak férmer paramour. '@u must prepare r}/our&eﬁ fér increased
w:jz'/ance in the  years to come, " she /fgjan. lyhdave, with mother, set Jafth In motion suchk that :;%hdmed" s clatm to the throne
will be  paramount. " R asked wi ’trb:pz'tfatz'on o whit sic Jafth consisted, an tae mak Ju:frz'&e——Wﬂtﬁér because she
t/ﬂvujﬁ% TR wis k]af tae TEhmedor bocause o th trust we ’szérmec[ o er cor shered concourse—she answer d mair
exfficitf] than TR expected. Sdbe hud pat intae distribution rumeors tha ’JZ;FmouJ wis Jofottz'n "tae  poison fhits fat/fer an’
take th throne, sae as tae open th door tae Fis mi/z'tm:}/ aspirations. T wis stunned; f believed, sic rumours wid certaz'nfy
Jeid tae j(zcz'z/fmouc[ s death; an ' fun masel t/fereaf%er aye ﬁj/l%l’ﬂ “th 'urje tae warn th Jad -Dit, tae dae tha wid be tae
risk mak. fzﬁ, an thare wur nae certainties tha th wimmen s Jaﬁ:t wid succeed. o, TR bit mak tongue an 'bided mak time.

Fimed Frud turned intae a seriows, interested, n ’enjajz’nj JaddZe. @ccmn'onaffy, e wid ask me questions —as tae
mak origins, th source o mak name, mak opinions can this Jasste or tha in th :paface can whoam he [(::71171 tae ﬁrm juveni/ts-
crushes. TR began, e 'er'}/ odd c[ky o th week tae train kim in th uise o 'k}u'fé, sword, an ’e{]aear. A aye answered fits
queries /Rme&t/j bt irz'ef.?(}/, as mah_jab wisnae tae blether, bit tae watch. Fur th maist : pairt, tﬁoujﬁj ke ignored me. R wis
a shadow whilk fud ﬁffaez[ him fur as fanj as he cuid mind; an’ fike aw sic famzfmr stchts, %/7 wis rendered nearfjl
invisible, Kk :]mz'rt o th ’Jcener}/. Twas ([urz'nj this time tha '%/; ﬁmaf/}/ met W;rz'a. W;ria wis a refzjz'ouef scholar an’
sctentist, sort o rencwned. ?fe; wid step in as th doc inth absence o th ’r]/e (]9/5}/»)7’01’[171, bit his true  passion wis invention
an 'aﬁ:/reme}/. % feft alab ﬁ/ﬁsz[ wi 'ob:]'ectes o wonder an ’Fuiﬁfz'nj ﬂa&ﬂf, an inmak ﬁee hours, TER wid visit Fim thare
whaur, Jate intae th nicht, ke ﬁcfcﬂéd' wi ;78117‘6‘ an’ metal. STk ﬁr&t encountered fiim whin he broucht a jzfi tae Shmed — a
metal t[}zgon wi'a fe:}/ in its side. “When ye cranked th ’k—ey, th ’t[}tgon, makin a W/firrz'nj notse, wid move its féet an tail:
Bit tha wisnae a' | s it moved, it wid spit gmrk:s ﬁae its jaw as zJF it were breathin ’ffame fur true. Jwas a doad brilliant
wee priece o ’Jorcerc}/, an’ Fhmed wis ﬁ&cz'ntrbet[ 6:}/ it fur months. Jt wid eventua/[y break, an ’tg%re W;ria cuid be retretved’
tae repair it, Fomed s interests hud; as is common tae th ,eaesz:/y distracted nature o weans, moved oan tae tther t/finjy.
%vin reached double digitsin years, toys wur Josin thair attraction fur him.

W;rz'a wis a squat man whose feid reached ainlie th ’mgae o mak neck, rotund as a barrel an' wi abig, ﬂﬁn'Ffacf
beardtha ke didnae bother muck wi , allowin it taeﬁ:m[z'tef ainfat/ra/anj /ﬁ'esﬁce, shouders, an' chest. 7161:3 true name
remains a mystery tae me, as fe wis kent ainfie l{}/ fits nickname whilk meant, in %rab-z'c, ﬁreﬁa/f " this stemmed’ f}ae his



uise o' Ghinese  qunpowder tae create a canny weapon, fiK a ﬁrewor/{‘ bit bigger, yin tha cuid be atmed at an enermy inth
distance an' ot foose tae eagofodé upon its arrival. ﬂnﬁrtunate/j, th time an' costs tae mak this weapon wur Joro/fz’ﬁitive, as
wis th ’avm'faﬁz'/z'é}/ o' tts ingredients, sae his device ainlie saw th ’é—attfeﬁefd' wance or twa times, but its eﬁ%cﬁf hiud cemented
his fame nth '{}/ﬁs' Jaaface an' secured fiim a fa[cratm:}/ onth :]57‘6'7111’&66’. ?ﬁ& attentions wur attuned tae fis z'ntjentz'tmef, th’
best o whilk he w‘itl'j?'ﬁf tae mz:ﬁmeJaJ he FuJJanefur :ﬂzourml.' 7151& matst amﬂtiouJyz’m tae date wis a pair o j wings ke
/fgpec[ wid. ' gie th wearer th :power © ’fﬁjlft Dae far, t/fae}/ hadnae defivered on tha ’Jaromzlfe, bit e remained optimistic, an'
we speint mony evenian Jw‘a/!f}/in ’[o—zznm ¢ Jtratgyi,zz’n "th :79@&1:5 o sica ﬁat. :7‘271/; attentions, hooe er, ﬁ/f can a ﬁrearm
he wis t[evef(z]az'n | Jwas a wheellock, nae sae Bssimilar tae th :}/z’n S fud pawned (}aon mak arrival tae Istanbul in 1590,
]z't ower than yin barrel, it kud three. ?1% fud’ ﬁttezf a mechanism whilk allowed “ye tae rotate th’ barrels, providin "a newfj
Joaded barrel wi' each turn an Lyz'w'n \ ye three skots instead o' one, needin' ainfie a twist atween eack an' absclvin th bearer o’
th 'regaonen'[ifz'@/ o 'Jaacfz'n "each Jz'n wi 'Jmuf(lér an' shot efier wsin' it. FF Jarz’nce'f}/ weapon, indeed, an ' bonnie tae behold; ?f
dammed, /ﬁea‘v}/. We fikewise shered oor opinions can /Rmf\ur thae device micht be broucht tae ﬁuz’tz'on.

Whin, in 1599, FEhizabeth I, th ’queen wha's spymaster wis nae doct still seekin ‘me oot, sent a fabulous gift tae
azae/;med: W;n'a wis tapped tae assemble it. ‘Jwas amassive clock organ wi ;]mz'res o ’clé/icate/'}/ carved dancers tha circled”
}/in an ither as tﬁ@], in turn, orbitedth structure, an it e en hud birds wha rattled thair ﬁatﬁlmf as tﬁ?{}l f];zw'. Fhimed s
een wur as wide as tea Jofate& an’ W;ria wis equaf[y entranced. Wance it wis set in motion tae th awe o th assembled
crowd, ke ne er ceased talkin aboot it at Jeast wance in e e;:}/ future chat we kud. ‘%w gofemﬁ'c[ it was, e wid. say,
(ﬁeami[}/ Jookin ’uJa at th ceifin. “OF, to meet the mind that crzg%e([ it. What conversations we & have!” Tur 3@?}/6
Sultan, th ’Yueen sent an ornate carn'aje, whiE th “Sultan's mither wid' Jou[/ oot atnfie can th maist somber o occasions.
Aboot tha j?ﬁ' TR ainkie hord rumours, ne er havin kudth ’gpfortunig/ tae see it in person. Fn 1601, Wom'z'a an’ Ak

ﬁn ’/fy succeeded in comJoﬁaatz'n “th ,tn(']aﬂs wheellock. In th ’faz'rje Jaaz'rf zg%re th 'f}ont ' gates, wi ‘several curious
Jt‘mifwarie& keekin can, TR ﬁret[ three shots in 7uic£ succession at a target, cﬁanéyeinj it eack o th three times. Jh
ootcomes wur cacg]a/zdonoues an’ W;rz'a ﬁazgaerf up an "doon, cfzgajaz’n ‘his cﬁi’[b:}/ hands an 'eﬂ{}/z’n ; l?ft;w .ya/enc[i'c[:/ i

In 1602, TR accompanied mzaehdmecl: ﬂz‘:lhdmoud: an' Shimed tae th ’Jﬂjyar(l; tae witness yit anither jz’fiﬁ rae
mak exiled Fameland. Fofizabeth kud sent a braw J/ﬁja~tWen§y—JeVen junJ/ to serve in th twa nations' shered concerns
aboot 3]911711’&/7 sea power. F: frud nae bin afoarda J‘/ﬁ:]o in near on a docade, an' Tk fun masel. Jtree;ye{y comﬁrtez[ while
Jookin' arcond th vessel [juist a wee bit behind mak ward. :7‘2:/1;"6'1{ wis exf/m'nz'n "an' describin’ tmportant ﬁature& o' th’
J/;zja tae his sons, whae wur Ji'mz'far[}/ ﬁJa'natezl: an' s nautical claims  proved . jeneraf/}/ accurate. Sk reafised tha | fur aw
mak adventures oan Jand, thare wis a reason k. spent sae muckle time in mak wee room—it reminded me o mak’ cramped
circumstances aboard th’ Gontent, an' %E knew tha , ]in tﬂly %/f wid’; ﬁn "masel at werk upon th’ sea again, aft/fo(g/f,
gt en th :]Qermanent nature o mak duties tae th Ottoman throne, ak didnae ken /Toof‘ur tha mickt come aboot.

%] wid be some o th ’flner years o "mak time in Jstankul, mibbie fur, aft/fmy/f ak didnae ken it then, t/ldl{y wid be
some o makh Jast. j;z 1602, W/ﬁ'ﬁaer&‘ lr-gjrtm tae aggreqate inth kalls o th :]mface, an' thair content wis, un/fg]ofi/}/, fa:mi/z'ar
tae me. yﬁt{}/ wur tales aboot th lfarz'nce s, nae mah ward bit ﬂz;ﬁmoud: Ja/an& tae assassinate fis faz'tﬁ?er. ;%/17 o' coorse,
knew th stories tae be fkﬁfe, an’ wance more, %/; Wez’y/zdet[ mah moral duties. Jwa times, v%/; cam ﬁrr near tae revealin' whit
R knew tae ither hmed or azjl/fmouc[ jf R Fude or Fudth ’gafortuniq}/ tae engage in private conversation wi 4
?fafz'ma, TR wid certm'n/y fae gsok‘en. Dit u/tz'mate/y, TR sided wi' a fm't/fer s fove. TEF. re_'f‘uJeJ tae believe tha ’jZZFmet[
wid murderr Fis ain son can th basis o sick contrived evidence as this. Jha conclusion wis uftz'matefy proven tae fae
stemmed, ﬁae a deep underestimation concernin "tk ’z'nﬂuence o 25199!}/8 SDultan.

T events o'1 603 féft as tho tﬁt{y occurred in quz'cg succession, aftme/: in retrospect, thare wur fllnj wheesht
gaef/ef atween thatm. Iate z'njmuar], %ﬁv wis summoned tae %mlk:n s chambers, th ﬁro“t time in several years. Thare,
she wisked me health can mak ﬁrt/ft[ay an ‘made a ' gift tae me o 'a ﬁne feather belt. TR wis touched an 'ﬁuOJeJ whin, efter,



we returned tae her bod whilk TEh hiud bin missing fur they intervenin' years. Jt wid; it turnt cot, be th” fest time we wid be
Oh gither in tha fushion, bit o en if G dkent it then, FCh think fitthe wid Fae happencd ifferently. Th true shock
cecurrediin_fuune. SEK arrived tac werk at duwn tae fin th palace in a tizzy. SEh howed tae Thail an’, as e passed; he
whispered; "Be careful, mate. Devilry is afoct. "It wasnae fang efter TEhtewk up mak position tha ' TEh heardth news th’
wis quickly makin' th roonds. T nicht afere, in a buck room o' th palace, Makmoud wis stranglod by ¢ ryle
executioners whife his futher staun wi oot th’ door, enterin' ainfie tae confirm tha Kis son wis, indeed, deid: TR Fud bin
wrong, an’a cauld knot o' guilt an’ sel -chastisement ate at me. Tk wis noo guardin' th’ future sultan, an’ Tk fuift th' full
weight o' Tl s waagnin'

That nicht, at mesa, Hakil didnae turn up at is appointed time. TR wis th' ainfie y/in tae notice it at first, bit by
tF time th meal hud wrapped up an’' Fhimed wis headin' back tae is chambers, baith he an "yin o' th Jads attending tae kim
fiad clearly clocked tha scmethin' wis amiss. Fandan, when ske saw me with Fim efter th forenicht meal, wis instantly
suspicious an started investigatin'. Tur mak pairt, mak jab wis tae stand guard wi' Fhmed ‘tif refieved; and though TEh
was tired and weary frac boin' en mak fect all diay, FER remained stoadfust, ainfie replyin', whin asked; tha  FEh knew o' nae

planned interruption tae oor schedile o' years and years. F en whin peelie, we served; sae illness wid'nae, unless truly dire,
speif a part—ande en then Jzzedin Fga wid hue bid contacted. Jwas ke wha , wi'a wee clutch o Janissaries, began th'
search fur Hakif. Fe wisnae in cor chambers, an’tha news wis a richt concern tae me.

By th time, several Kours cfter nicht kud fullen, tha Fehmed finally drifted aff tae shumber, TEh wis strugghin’
tae Keep mak cen open. FER & bin standin' at attention fur eighteen kours, an ' mak body fonged fur rest. Jf whit wis aboot tae
cccur neist hud fin delayed by twa hours, th aftermath micht hae bin gey different. 7€s ‘twas, Fh found maselin tha state
haufway atween wakin' an’ dreamin', whin sconds an’effects Jeak intae yer consciousness frae tha ither reatm. Uit thay
wha Ken tha state also ke tha sconds frac this world Kin pull ye guickly tae attention. M ak Fert raced fer a wee moment,
an’ TR shet mak ecn epen. Th hud indeod hoard somethin'—th scond'o th' dvor shdin' epen showly. FEh breathed steady
tae cabn mak senses, then, grippin' th spear in baith kauns, FEh made mak wey tae th foot o hmed s bed. Jwas then tha'
TR spied thaim.

Thay wur clad'in snug bit unconstrictin claes, dyed dark—black or mifiic blue—with a wee bit brooner
headdross, th tails o whilK wis drawn o or thair fuces beneath thair een. Jn eack o' thair kauns wis a Jang, drawn dagger o’
at Jeast eight inches. FLh Kent at wance thay wir f2da £ th' killers associated wi th Jsmaifi cult thoucht tae hae bin rocted
oot centuries ago bit still rumered tae hae continued guietly in the shadows. I HaskshQshlyln: assassins.

TR didnae bother tae demand surrender or barK orders tae try an ' intimidate thaim; Tk Kent thae wur fruitless.
Nor Gid FER attenpt tae wake Tlhmed—if fe started movin , tha widjuist add anither complicatin 'variable tae th'
equation TEh noo iud tae solve. Thare wur three, nearly finished flanking me, an ' thay wur trained killers, th' kind fur
wham a wee Japse o attention represented a gift thay wid nae refiuse. Tk did; hioce or, start tae birf th' spear—with it in
metion, it wid be Kard tae guess whaur T micht go or what LR mickt dae wi'it, an’ Tk Kent tha Kept thaim reactive
insteado proactive. Tk meved sac as tae position masel in sic a woy tha eny o thiim makin fur Fhmed wid kae tae pass
by me, e en if thay did sae simultancously. Ik yin on mak richt broucht a length o whit appearedtae be bamboo tae his
mouth an fired somethin . Jrustin’ tae mak fuck, TR spun th’ spear kis direction an’ herd th’ dart ricocket afff an ' fand
somewhaur at th reom s edge, its poisoned tip temporarily neutrafised.

TR drew mak spear tae a hakt, facin th yin on mak foft while pretendin’ tae stare chosely at th yin in front o 'me,
wagering tha this widinspire th yin on mak richt intae actin . Te did haullin’ Fis knife and arm wp tae counter whit fe
expected wid b a strike frae mak spear. Tha' ke git, bit nae in th way ke dimagined: FEh swung th spear fully vertical
then broucht th butt o th shaft doon wi'a mak micht can kis foot. Tk hud noticed tha , in th interest o bein ‘guiet, thay
wore ainfie thin shppers, an’ TR intended tae tak whit advantages TR cuid: TEh think FEk cracked a toe bone, but tae his



credit, ke didnae cry cot, but it stunned fim fur time enouj/f ﬁr me tae fﬁJo th wooden J/f@% up f}ae fits ﬁot tae strike fis
chin, then spin th ’ggaear arcond an’ drive its  point intae fis £eff . TE whole movement teuk ainfie a seicont, sae ;%/7 wis able
tae react an Joarry th immediate attacks o th remainin twa. % soonds attendant tae mak di agmtc/fm o th ﬁr&t o th
assassins ﬁnaffj woke Thmed; wha, tae Fis credit, assessed th situation sharpish.

Fhimed, began tae  pudf th’ string beside Fis bed, whilk wis attached tae a bellin th servant s quarters, an "tae }/e/f
at th ’ttgo o hisvoice, zcz‘uart[:r./ " Thits drew th attention—an ak cuidtell ﬁae thair movements, a bit o ’féar——o "tk ither
twa. W thair time dbminishin | yin attempted tae distract me while th "ither aimed tae ﬁni&/f th ;]'aﬁ fur whilk tﬂ{}/ fud bin
sent. Dut th ’aﬂruftneJJ o thair moves, nae sae weel. choreographed as t/ﬁ{y hud bin up tae this  point, providedme wi -
opportunity. Chwer than acEnow/é{ge th one assigned tae me leid oan, Sk Sspun wi 73 :yaear - jutst above th ffaz'r, makin’
mak ﬁe Joup ﬁrwartf an roll tae his féet, givin "me enoujf time tae pull th ’gaear back %n@zonta/& beside mak ear an furS
it at th :}/z'n wha wis noo Juist féet away ﬁae mak ward. Tk ’egjaear buried'in kits back, an while fe attempted tae continue
closin"in can his target, whitevur pairt o “th ’egaz'ne it hud severed kud robbed fitm o ks fey&.

Thits feﬁ me unarmed against th Jest %’remm'nz’nj. Wi twa o his Jaaﬁr slain, ke hud returned tae a cautious
stance desprite his advantage. TER kent tha' e en a cut ﬁae tha blade micht be enouj/z fur e eninth dim candlefickt TR
cuid'mak oot th ’Jtic@ resin whilk coated’it. ?:Fe cﬁmjecf an’ Ak rollod cli'zgomz/f] awa "towards atable wi an urn atop it,
whilK TR “grabbed an ) still in motion, threw at mak opponent. 725:; dodged’it easy enouch, bit it allowed me tae secure one o
th ’l’-l:jjer - pillows oan th ’f]az'r, whilK TER feld up tae uise as a shield. 7161; thrust at me twa times, th cushion takin th
blaw, as Shmed s shouts an’ fis ]aﬁ@nj o th ’Jtrl'nj ﬁn ff}/ broucht thair desired ootcome. cgz'acimz'&mrz’ea blundered
intae th room, sabres drawn, an’ K. Yuicffy retreated an , Jeanin ’ajaz'nest th wallnear SEhmed, Jo[t{}/@t[ observer tae th
remainin assassin s b—rie"f an ’]Qnaf moments. ﬁy th time th swords wur stilled; thare wis naucht /eﬁ tha seemed
remintscent o aman.

?Z?{y fud bin sent 5}/ 726:1/1'/8, nae c&vuﬁt—-or@ someone oan fer 59&?1#—-51% thare wis nae wey tae prove this
Eg}/onz[ suspicion, an 'uﬁimne& she an’ her remaining son wur ﬁmf@ extled’; ﬁae mfﬂg]oz gfaface tae th auld Jaa/ace
across town. .?ft;nJan cam tae thank me—an unrequired gesture as TR frud: merefj acted accorded tae mak duties—bit
despite th ’Wt{ya" TR cuid sce tha world she occupied wis grawin ' sae much mair comf/eac, tenderness remained in ker tone.

7:/’:1/1'/ wis, L‘hdank]\u @ discovered at a [OC(I[J;InZ,J‘JEIy barracks, removed thare efi‘er he :]aarntfy fé/f asleep in a
boczin ;]'oint é:}/ th ’w‘aterjgont an wouldnae wake wp. ?Ig wis bein attended tae @ th ’mi/itar] f@dcian, bit upon his
z[i'Jcover], he wis returned tae th 'faface tae be dealt wi ’@ th 'r,}/k doctors wha z'r[éntzﬁezf th ’cuéarz't as poison—mnae doot
shipped intae his dram. ?fz; wid remain in a coma fur several days, but this didnae represent a  great disruption as Fimed
wis, fur th time bein , surrcodit @ a fuff unit o Jmi&&an’eef at @ times. Sk wis Jti/fJareJent muckle o th zﬁly an ng/ft
now takin three-hour breaks tae erg]a an’ returnin ’J%r eg'j/;t fours tae watch. %Fme(f JIS wid g%erw‘ard:s ﬁ/f intae a
deep depression. TR Kin ainfie tmagine tha th ’juz'/t o murdurrin’ ks ain bairn became a stain oan kis soul ke cuidnae,
desprite his rank an lpower, absolve. %}/ times Tk saw Fim féffaez’n az;ﬁmouf s deatt, ke seemed a man  goosed an j
gubbed, his posture slouched, his ﬁce ashen, Fis eon hollow. SFn’ sure enoujlz e wid'; ﬁfﬁ?w‘ fis son tae th :jrwve ainfie six
ozt oo Sl AL comm o} ﬁae an unnamed ilfness, bit whilk ok tmagined stemmed ﬁae fuvin Jz'mffy abandoned ony wull
tae five.

Tn' so, Ahmed wid tak th throne.

TE transitions whilk ﬁffaelf wur richt c[i',zzyz'n | TE sultan kud nae  Juist yin, but twelve 50£{j/juarll:f SR masel,
on top o th ljaaface  quards, sae TER wis tae be  joined. b}/ ateam o' twenty ﬁei&ﬁ Jads wi' ?f;fi[ an me as thair agas. Fnth’
earlte z[lzy& o'(it‘muar'}/ 1604, Fhmed teuk Fis seat oan th throne as Sultan Fhmed; Sfirst o Fiis name. TR wis - glad tae fin :
oot tha th tradition o murdurrin th new Sultan s brithers hud bin put oan hauld. %ﬁvmgoectecl,-ji enth Josso her twa
auldest an th near Joss o ker Jast bairn, an e enth death o ’ﬁzfmvucﬁ tha' ?f;ﬂt[ﬂﬁ frud'; managed tae convince Ffimed



tae shew mercy ﬁtr th sake o th ’50}/6‘ ‘mithers. Stn it wouldnae bo Fhmed makin' th’ docisions, tmy%c. The age o
mankood in t/;e:}/ times wis ﬁﬁeen, twa years fence fur Fhmed. In th meantime, it wud be ?f;znfan Sultan commandin’
th ’féw’f an ' th armies o th ’emJoz're. 7223/ times Tk saw her ower th ’]Foffaein moonth wur aye in th service o state business,
an' mak time wis swallowed whin nae  quardin ' Gimed b:}/ organizin ' Fis retinue s t[ut] roster. Jwas inth ’mz'zz}t o' sic
calculations tha ’;%F  got mak ﬁna/ nvitation ﬁae %ncﬁln, thae time é:}/ a company o ;Z‘anz'&mries wha bowed tae me in
(léférence tae mak rank and escortedme tae th threne room. %gmzﬁm dismissed th :yuar(l:f an’ hier handmaids tae th ’ezc[ye o
th chamber, feavin' us alone, masel on mak Knees b-eﬁre mak Sultan-mother.

Thank you ffyr coming, %raena. L~

Summoned; ﬁf arrive.

"Wlfat f must do now sz'mf me, Jrerﬁ?gw more than you mz’y/tvt befieve now or g‘ier. j' know we kave seen much fess
of‘ each other these past - years. When Ahmed was féurtﬁ in fine to the throne, our dalliances were, while not ng[é, Jess fiable
to be scrutinized. Dut as e moved to second in fine, the  potential; ﬁr the ﬁLture rendered them much foss so. Snd now that
fie 15 Sultan, t/fer}/ represent a threat to the z'nt«yrz'@/ (yp fits reign which J can no fonjer allow.”

A cuid ﬁe/ th colour (l}t{}me ﬁae ma ﬁce, bit she smiled.

”;]/Vzvrry not, my sweet az:naena. There are no earfess executioners awaiting you ﬁeyonJ the door. %u fave

provided me with companionship and. zgﬁ%cﬁz’on ﬁr many years, years where my Joneliness miglft kave broken me zJC 7ot ﬁr the
Fgfrf}/ circumstances of\ your arrtval. Suck a debt cannct be  paid. back. é:}/ treac/zvere}/, but it must be repaid. Hnd so, thisis
fow j ‘rg]aae}/ 7t. %u must Jeave @ttomtm Jands, never to return ﬁr SO /&nj as %Emezf rules. rﬁraw‘z'nj on the  powers as
regent, Jrefease  you ﬁom  your fz’fé/&nj bond to my son. %yu are ﬁee to ﬁ/fow the paths o]p “your fzﬁ as you see ﬁt. To aid’
youin this, I have  procured. you another jz’]%. %yu may not have  yet heard; but Efizabeth no /onjer stts upon the fnjfz'&/;
throne.

:7‘22” reaction got a Jauck oot o' her—a scund ak Fudnae herd in years. ‘%6‘, and’ you may be egua/f}/ interested to
know that ker successor is none other t/fanlame& 717, son (7(' the woman in whose z[ején.se  you became exiled to your own
fiome. ?f(; zs now‘l;lme& the First ij the combined fz'njdéma‘ of‘ fnjfam[ and” Scotfand. I reacked out to kiim in the spirit of‘
our shared interests, and’in doing so, S introduced Fim to your, Jafzj/;t, and your actions on l;e/fa_/f of‘ Fiis Jate mother. “While
not supporting such actions as you may have been involved with, ke agreed to provide youa r?}/a[]aardbn. " ke held oot a
scrollwi' a broken wax seal. Tk unfurfec[ it tae ﬁn "tha | indeed; a docree said TR wis nae fanjer a wanted man in mak
lameland. TR bo tom wis th new ﬂnj s scrawl. “Jt s time ﬁr - you to return fome, my sweet. ﬂz‘%}/ you ﬁnc[ the fz'fé (gp

_peace among ﬂmi!/y we once dreamed about ﬁr each other on an evening years age. 7 ﬁuc/ft férr kaird at tha moment tae
maintain Jofacitﬁ'?}/ in mak ﬂce an ' tae kauld back th Jock o' tears ﬁrmz'nj beFind mak cen. Tk bowed: prostrate tae th ﬁm’r
an rising, re/ae}/e([ mak deepest : gratitude.

“Now go, "ske sed. “You must abandon the  palace 17:}/ nz’yﬁ?fa/f, and the Jands b:}/ week s end.” Tk rose an | /t?ftﬂg/
o'estgja, repaired tae mak room tae Jaacf. %ﬁre abandoning th palace, TR stopped intae W;n'a s Jab tae  gie Fim th news.
“Qad Sad: Sad. J;IJJ indeed, my ﬁz’enc[ 71Eere, " fie moved tae a table an’ returned wi' a bundle. ‘Take this. It was our
combined work that  gave it fz'fé, so J see no reason it should not remain with you. "R opened it tae reveaf cor trg']afe
wheellock. %ﬁn, mak cen misted as Sk thanked fim, an’ we shered a parting dram o '[o—,m

TR wish nae mood tae l{é/t{}/ mak exit an reparing tae Galata  pier, fun an then booked. passage can th ﬁr&t
vessel. Jettl'nj sailth ﬁffaez'n mornin ', bound fur ﬁa[y.

%ﬁw‘iJjaun fame.

?famewarc[ oDJowun



O maveyage hiume, Tk waull be brief: Fthmade pert in Venice an' swapped
mak guard robes oot fur yins mair in th current Venetian styfe, broon bit o' a similar cut
tae mak Otteman dross. Tk fykewise houcht a hat an' new hoots mair suited tae ocean
travel. Efier a weeki Fh returned tac th' seain a skip bound fur England. F stored
makk spear an' took back up th' rapier, dagger, an' wheellock as TEh d bin wsed tae whin
aboard skip wi' Gavendish. We stoppedin Spain, then passed thre th Strait an'intae
th' Fetlantic. Near twa weeks hence, Tk wis gazin' wpon th' shores o mak native isle fur
Ok first time in nearly twa decades. Jt wis, as wil be expected; chiff an' gray, an' FEh fun
masel unexpectedly cauld: Whon wis th fest time TR d bin cautd 7! T purchased a fur
richt awa tae help me in mak travels, then, findin' an inn, T bodded doon an' slept decp
intae th follacin dicy. Thus, Th hegan th' fang an' tediows refuay frae London tae 7tlba:
Jt wis streenge tha it tewk me nearly twa as Jang tae traverse Dritain by coack as it did
th' Moditerranean an' Fetfantic by sea, but, in th' earfie days o March, 1604, TEh
openedth’ carriage door an' Jeaned oot tae witness vor approack tae th’ outskirts o Glasqow. Th paid mak driver an,
carryin' mak wee Joad o' possessions, set forth intae toon. ‘Tuas muck bigger than whin FEh d'Jeft, an' TR fun mase! guickly
gettin' fost as mak memory fuiled tae accord tae th city's current fayoot. Tk gaed in search'c' mak mither an' sibfings first at

t/tv’cgaartmenta we ’c[occufiefwﬁ?n TR fost visited durin' maﬁemfﬁv] wi' Thomas JZerzm, bit nae ainfie wur tﬁqy nae
thare, th buildin' wis  gaen, huvin "bin replaced wi 'a Jarger, bonnier set ' apartments. TR then  gaed tae th lyuardﬁouefe tae
see ?f she wur still werkin' oan thair fauncfr], bit nae  yin thare recognized. for name. Tk Fired rooms at an inn an |, th neist
mornz’n’, set oot anew can mah search.

Twas ﬁur rﬁz}/& g[ére akl fun thaim an nae whaur ak expectit. Thatr stanes wur spartan, bit t/l%y hud bin able tae
ﬁércf tae etch thair names tae honour thaim. 7&'2{}/ fud died, aw three, ﬁae th ;;yox—-t/f "BBlack Mot o (e it s uj&
feid noo an then tae remind. furtz]ae o th korrors ﬁae three centuries ago. Trae whit Sk cuid piece t/tdejz'tﬁ‘ér ty%er, th’

Jofajue wis broucht tae th toon /Z-}/ travellers in 1595 an " cJatmed funnerds zy%re it cuid be queffedf JZZF mither an mak
brithers wure amang thae. TER staun 11:}/ th :yra‘ve or wandered aroond th ’jroun still mz't[z[a], starin aboot at th ’famﬂfagoeo"
o Fba tae whilk TR L waited sae [aﬂj tae return, an realisedtha , while it may liae bin ame, Sk & bin awa too /anj; wi'
nae famzrfy feﬁ tae me, it cuid be hame nae /anjer. Thits  prompted a decision, Jeadin "me tae retrace ma steps tae th "toon an’
enter th 'enjraver 5. %ﬁ” returned tae th jravzi}/arr[ th :féffaez'n mornin ', bearin'a eymclé an’a /;eavy Jaac@ge. Thare z;%ﬁ'
dug a nook, tae th ’l[éft” o twa ﬁet an ’emJofacec[ th ’newef}/ inscribed headstane—matched tae th identical moclé&f}/ as t/ﬁey
o mak famzfy . On it wis carved ainfie:

Jain Goode jz‘;&ﬁonaﬁf
b. 1562- d. 1604
TR then  placed jkwens (}a(m thae eternal beds Eef(mjz'n "tae thaim, and noo me. In tha ’w‘g}/, all Jeid mak birth name tae
reJt—fur th remainder o mak days, whauriver tﬂ{y teuk me an’'in whitevur ﬁm, TR wid. /tﬂencef(\rrtﬂ‘ remain mz:traena:
nae merely a memory o ‘a martial time o mak b}/jane  past, bit aviolent Joromz’&e fur th ’f‘uture‘ m ‘a fareweff tae mak kin,
TR returnedtae th inn.
/4 ’]Coffaez'n mornin TR /eﬁ ﬁzr gjvf}mwut/; wance matr.

%:ﬁrate s Iz’fé fur :_7‘208

gjf]moutﬁ fraud c/fanjecl,' aye, fuvin  grown a wee bit an "takin oan a mair com(?]mfz'tan ﬁe[ ;%” teuk up ﬁvdjz’njuf
atth ’ﬂzz'nerva Jnn, an’ wance settled; by Jafom@:[ mased doon in a chair IZ—}/ th blazin :ﬁre o th lfau[fz'c foose, seekin to



draw oot th ice whilk hiud cursed mak bones sin turnin north frac th Strait. Hn Tk pondered: Whit wid TEh dae wi’
mah fife T Whaur wid FEh gang T What future Jay afere a fimmy wi'nae hame, nae fowk an’ nae name 7 FEh cuid nae
return tae mak business amongst th Ottomans, an’ this steid; Dritain, wis noo a ghost tae me. Juwas Kismet tha' Fh
overfieard’a discussion at a nearby table. Several gents wir engaged in a raucous game o dice. Jt hudbin a forr wee while sin
Tk huud sot malk sichts tae gamblin , an’ althoogh mak purse wis nearly emptied; Feh rose an’ approached th’ table, askin’
tae jyne. Lfter a mementary pause, yin indicated an epen chair. TR set tae Joarnin th rules o th gam (invelvin’ numbers
drawn frae three dice shommed tae th table heneatha cup,). TR soon caught can, bit ultimately, FCK wis drained tae mak
final gowd coin (iler: Vleormin yin at tha ). Bt th ‘gam bore ither fruits. Tk Jads wur privateers, sae fur as TR cuid
tell frae th tenor o thair palaver. M air fike  pirates, TR surmised; bit sic a distinction seemed a bit duft, an mak time wi’
Cavendish cuid kardly be sed tae hae provided clarity can th ' diff rence. Dit th wey thay spoke wi pride o 'th skips
anchoredin th bay (twa eurtont an a thisd upon whilk thay wur waitin ' tae engage in whit thay referredtae as a

“Conclave, "ameetin' o th variows crews) reminded'me o ‘mak time aboard Thizabeth's gift tae Mokmed; an'tae th’
dreems TR rud then o returnin’ tae th’ sea yinday. Tk yin cried. Darbarossa, wha T figured wis th cap 'n o' yino th
vessels, wis a braw an’ cheerful folla wi' a capricious spirit. His mate, Toringard; seemed nae just frae anither Jand; bit frae
anither century altogither, gi on his streenge gark an’ accent, bit ke shered th cap n s genercus an cotgeing nature; he
parntly served as quartermaster on a seicont ship cap ned by Barbarossa’s brither. Tk third o th fot, wha introduced
lissel tac me as Thie Fbhet, truly fooked tae be aman o th' cloth bit prejected foss devetion than ke did'a wry wit. Whin
thay saw tha mafi funds hud dwindled due tae th dice, thay urgedme tae pocket mak final coin an purchased mak
remainin’ ales fur me.

We swally d docp intae th ‘nicht an’ ower th mi wicht 's border, an' TR tellt thiim o' mak time aboard th'

Centent. Thay wur weel aware o "tha voyage an ' we toasted Gavendish s record circumnavigation o "th  globe in th’
Destre, yit Tk adimittod Tk cuid ainfie claim hauf o it. Fhprocoeded tae tell thirim aboct mak time as a spy, amang th
sirens, inth fighting pits, an'in th Orient. In ither words, TR shered wi "thiim th'tale TR ve neo conveyeditae ye, just
in a skerter form. The Minerva's Jandlord indicating impatience, an' we boin th Jost cccupants o th hewf, we began tae
wind th forenicht wp. Tk men foll intac conference usin' a cant Sk wasnae fumifiar wi . Darbarossa finally switched fack
tae Englishtae tell me, “We ve been speaking of what to do with you. You seem a useful follow to have around and fike you
might be goodin a fight, and as it happens, we re ashore sceking new members of cur alliance. You d fiave to meet Gap
Redbeard; of course, but Joringard and I would be willing spensors for you. " Tk didnac pawse fang in th fuce o this
offer. Frae spy, tae privateer, tae pirate s bane wpen th 'Mediterranean, tae bein' apirate masel. Th' circuit Fud a certain
bonnie fogic tae it. Fye, it soonded juist richt.

Yo ho ke, " TR at Jest respondad; prodiscin mak maist crooked grin. That nickt we staggered pished tae th pier
an’ clambered intae ajolly boat. s pairt o 'mak first doties, it appearcd; Tk wis tasked wi pulfin ' th cars an ferrin ' us
tae Darburossa s vessel. Fs we finally neared'it, TEh Keokt it wis a bonnic ship an’ certain tac bo forr deedTy. “What's she
called?” R asked as TEh feaned intae mak rowing.

The Siren's Wi, e replied wi’ a puffod oot chost, then burped foudly, makin' an eche aff th skip 's Kull. TR
quit pul fin fur a mement tae reack up an ' titch mak amulet. “Whit wis it she kud said? We boarded th’ ship an’
Barbaressa procired me a hammock belowdecks. Tk neist mornin’, thay said; we wid rew tac th* Damned Srenise, an’
TR dmeet wi' th adimiral, as it wur. Tk retired tae mab guarters an ' tried tae get some kip, enjoyin ' th rockin ' rhythom o'
ok harmomock, bit whit Gap n Darbarossa hiud saidearfier prevented mak shimbor. In th’ end; FEh rese an’, makin' mak way
back tae th' dock asked if FEhmicht be Jowered down in yin o th jelly boats for a wee while: juist tae reconnect wi th sea,

T said: T boatswain Jook d'a bit suspicious—if yin wi'sic con an’bearin whit Jookod tae bo. . . horns 7...cuid seem
anything but—yit Jeringard Fud vouched fur me, an thiy wir tight, sac ke juist shrugged an ' fowered'me doon. FEh hiudil



broucht mak vie/an , rowin a fyew dozen metres awa Ak began tae speil “The White an' Sweet Swan. 7 Limproved
a forr bit duzin mak early Ottoman duys, an’ FEh allowed mase! tae full intae it. TEh sang tae th amulet, dinnae ken why,
an’ whin FCh finished; an' th netes showly ebbod an’ rosted can th waves Jappin ' boside me, reflectin ' th' moonficht, T
Juist sat in silent meditation, nae really knowin whit TR wis expectin .

FEfier ten minutes hud passed; at th verra edge o mak vision, TER thockt TEh seen somethin' odd; KK someone hiud
tumbled’o erboard; e en though T d'surely kae hoard a splash, o en at this distance. Fth juist pat it doon as a trick o' ma
cen, bit whin a moment ofter it cam' buck. thare wis nae mistakin . Risin' up frac th waters nae ten foet frae th jolfy hoat
wisth face o' ma dear Hnerme, unchaynged by th years, an' ak burst oot Jauckin ' wi joy in a wey tha  couldna hae bin telly
apart by ony bystander, kud thare bin yin, frae a sob.
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